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DISCLAIMER

Though great effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in the Houston
Environmental Directory, the publication assumes no responsibility and disclaims any
injury, damage, or economic loss resulting from the use or effect of any product or
information specified within the publication. Information in the Austin Environmental
Directory does not necessarily reflect the endorsement of the advertising sponsors. While
this publication is meant as a guide for environmental products and services, it cannot be
a substitute for product quality assurance by the manufacturers and providers of these
products and services; it cannot be a replacement for preferences of individual consumers;
and it cannot be an alternative to common sense employed by consumers who use the
products and services discussed herein. It is recommended that consumers follow
instructions in product and service manuals and on labels to ensure safe use.

The Houston Environmental Directory
P. O. Box 1374
Austin, TX 78767
On the Web at www.environmentaldirectory.info

© Paul Robbins 2006 - All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by
any means, either electronic or mechanical, including recording, photocopying, or by any information
retrieval and storage system, without written permission of the copyright holder. Artwork and pictures were
produced specifically for the Directory, reprinted with permission, or believed to be in the public domain.
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INTRODUCTION

This Year’s Topics

The Houston Environmental Directory is meant as a userfriendly guide to readers for learning about environmental
issues, for identifying and purchasing environmental products, and for becoming involved in environmental organizations. It is based on the successful format of the Austin
Environmental Directory, which has been published since
1995. The print version is distributed free to the Houston
area. The Directory is also posted on the Internet at
www.environmentaldirectory.info/

The theme article of the first Houston Directory is about
energy. With energy prices soaring and environmental
consequences of conventional energy use now inescapable, the topic is much on people's minds. Without oil, gas,
and coal, the world would simply not be able to provide
enough natural resources to supply the food, heat, light,
transportation, shelter, clothing, and other materials to
support its 6.5 billion people. And the question in the back,
or front, of people's minds is what will happen if this
artificial life support gets scarce.

The Directory is edited by Paul Robbins, a longtime
environmental activist residing in Austin. Robbins was
born and grew up in Houston. He has been an environmental activist and consumer advocate since 1977, and has
worked on environmental issues including energy, food,
recycling, and water quality. He wrote most of this issue.

There are 3 stories in this section. Petrolistan is about oil
and war. It examines the history and costs of defending oil,
and makes some predictions about the future. Fire on Ice
looks at the environmental effects of one conventional
alternative energy source coming to the fore, Liquefied
Natural Gas. It is of particular interest to Texas, which has
more proposed terminals for this fuel than any other state
in North America. There is also a section about Clean
Energy Alternatives that individuals can take to use less
conventional energy.

A few agencies and non-profit organizations produced
their own pages relevant to their programs. They were
given this space at greatly reduced cost. Businesses in
subjects that the book discussed and local environmental
groups are given free listings. However, the book is
supported through advertising and contributions from
individuals and environmental groups.

The issue also includes sections on locally grown food,
green building, the city's environmental groups, and a few
of its parks.

The Directory was produced as a collaboration with
Clean Water Action, a national environmental group with
offices in Houston and Austin. See the following 2 pages
for a full description of this organization.

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP SPONSORS
Artist Boat
Bayou Preservation Association
Christmas Bay Foundation
East Texas Herpetological Society
Electric Auto Association
Environment Texas
Environmental Defense
Sissy Farenthold
The Harvest Waldorf School
HEART
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center
Houston Audobon Society
Houston Advanced Research Center
Houston Galveston Area Council
Houston Renewable Energy Group
Houston Sierra Club
Katy Prairie Conservancy
Keep Houston Beautiful
Memorial Park Conservancy
Mercer Arboretum
Mothers for Clean Air
Native Plant Society
Outdoor Nature Club
Piney Woods Wildlife Society
Public Citizen of Texas
Rice Design Alliance
Trees for Houston
Urban Harvest
YaYa’s Raw Rah Organic Crackers
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CLEAN WATER ACTION

CWA is working to preserve the Act’s original intent. We have
waged campaigns in Houston to stop these EPA polices.

3100 Richmond, Suite 309
Houston, TX 77098
Contact: David Foster (713) 529-9426
Net: www.cleanwateraction.org

Improve Sewage Treatment Infrastructure: The maintenance of safe, modern, and reliable sewage systems is
one of the first lines of defense for public health. Sewage
pollution causes diseases like dysentery, infectious hepatitis, and hookworm. Each year, swimming in sewagecontaminated water causes 1.8 to 3.5 million illnesses
nationwide, and an additional 500,000 illnesses are attributable to drinking water contaminated by sewage.

Clean Water Action (CWA) is a national organization
working for clean, safe, and affordable water, pollution
prevention, creation of environmentally-safe jobs and businesses, and the democratic empowerment of people. CWA
utilizes professional field and phone canvass teams, organizes selected communities with local members and groups,
and researches problems and solutions. We build support
for environmental protection, develop strong grassroots
groups and coalitions, and campaign to elect candidates to
public office. With over 700,000 members nationwide,
CWA is one of the largest and most effective grassroots
groups in our country.

Much of our nation’s sewage system is in desperate
need of repair, and leaks from sewage pipes (known as
sanitary sewer overflows) are responsible for much of the
pollution in our urban waterways.
Last year, thanks to thousands of letters from our members in
Houston, CWA successfully prevented the EPA from relaxing
sewage treatment standards that would have allowed the discharge of partially treated sewage into public waterways during
rain events.

We have 70,000 members in Texas, including over 10,000 in the
greater Houston area. CWA has been instrumental in achieving
several notable victories for Houston since our office opened here
in 1989. These include persuading the EPA to declare the Ship
Channel a toxic ‘hot spot’ (1990), preventing Hunter Industrial
Facilities from building a toxic waste dump next to Lake Houston
(1992), and helping pass Houston’s light rail referendum (2003).

CWA is currently working to secure badly needed funding from
Congress to rebuild and maintain sufficient sewage infrastructure. CWA is also working to overcome the Bush Administration‘s
opposition to the proposed Sanitary Sewer Overflow rule, which
would require that the public be notified whenever a sanitary
sewer overflow occurs.

CURRENT CLEAN WATER ACTION PROJECTS
Defend the Clean Water Act: For over 30 years, the
Clean Water Act has resulted in vast improvements in the
quality and safety of our nation’s waterways. Recently, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has attempted to
limit the Act’s jurisdiction to waterways that are navigable
year round, a policy that would remove 70% of Texas’ river
and stream miles from protected status. Moreover, using
a recent misguided EPA policy as justification, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ Galveston District is allowing
development in previously protected wetlands, increasing
the danger that Houston could be hit by the kind of
flooding that wreaked havoc on parts of New Orleans.

The City of
Houston is
spending
millions of
dollars each
year to repair
broken, aging
sewage
infrastructure.

Reduce Mercury Emissions from Power Plants: Texas
leads the nation in mercury emissions from coal-burning
power plants. The 6th worst mercury polluter in the
nation, the Parish Power Plant, is located in Fort Bend
County.
When released into the air from power plants, mercury
settles in our waterways, and builds up in fish tissue and
the bodies of people who eat contaminated fish. Mothers
can pass mercury on to their children during pregnancy
and breastfeeding, resulting in learning and developmental disabilities. Because of such risks, the Texas Department of Health has issued fish consumption advisories for
over 329,000 acres of lakes and rivers, as well as the entire
Gulf of Mexico.

Texas has lost over half of its freshwater coastal
wetlands in the last 50 years, and current Army Core
of Engineers policy will accelerate this decline.
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CWA has successfully helped pass legislation in other states to
reduce mercury levels as much as 90%. CWA is calling on the
Texas Legislature to clean up coal-burning power plants, and has
organized a campaign with thousands of letters to the legislature
from the Houston area. CWA also opposes Gov. Rick Perry’s
proposal to fast-track permits for new coal-burning plants without requiring them to install state-of-the-art pollution controls.

often this grease finds it ways into public sewer lines,
where it congeals and blocks water flow. This causes pipes
to leak and forces sewage to back up. Cities across Texas
are spending millions of dollars to repair leaking sewage
lines caused by this backup. Grease also presents a problem after it is removed from traps. It often contains toxins
from pesticides and cleaning products and has an extremely noxious odor. Some of it is illegally dumped into
storm water drains or onto open fields.

Texas leads
the nation in
mercury
released from
coal-burning
power plants.
Contaminated
fish in East
Texas and
the Gulf are
common.

CWA is supporting a Houston ordinance requiring greasetraps
to be emptied frequently. The organization's timely intervention
prevented a proposed greasewaste facility from being permitted
by a company with a history of problems. CWA is working to
assure that cities pass ordinances requiring grease traps to be
emptied frequently enough to prevent sewage backups, and that
the waste is then disposed of in a manner which protects public
health and the environment.
According to
the City of
Houston,
grease buildup in sewer
lines leads to
over 20,000
stoppages
and overflows each
year

Promote Clean, Renewable Energy: Texas has more
potential for energy production from wind and solar power
than any other state. But Texas’ goals are nowhere close to
matching its potential, and numerous other states have
adopted much more ambitious goals. Renewable energy
can help us achieve energy independence, create local jobs,
reduce power plant emissions, and build the tax base.
Every 100 megawatts of Texas wind power produces over
$1 million in additional annual revenue for public schools.
CWA helped persuade the legislature to increase Texas’ goals for
renewable energy in 1999 and again in 2005. CWA is working
to assure that adequate transmission capacity is installed so that
power generated by West Texas wind turbines and solar generators can be efficiently transmitted to population centers in the
eastern part of the state.

Clean Water Fund (CWF): This is a CWA-affiliated
national nonprofit research and educational organization,
with locally staffed environmental and health protection
programs serving communities in Texas and over 20 other
states. CWF’s programs build on and complement those of
Clean Water Action. CWF programs include:
Home Safe Home, which offers presentations to community
groups on the toxic risks associated with ordinary household
products and the benefits of nontoxic alternatives;
Community Source Water Protection Initiative, which trains
citizens and policy makers about the links between source water
protection and drinking water protection. This training focuses
on drinking water Consumer Confidence Reports, which contain
information on the sources of the drinking water, contaminants
detected, the source of these contaminants if known, and their
health impacts.

Texas has more potential for renewable energy
production than any other state. Taxes and royalties
on this could eventually provide hundreds of millions
of dollars a year for local and state school funding.

For more information, contact:
Clean Water Fund
715 W. 23rd Street, Suite R
Austin, TX 78705
Contact: David Foster (512) 474-0605
Net: www.cleanwaterfund.org

Responsible Management of Grease Trap Waste: Restaurants and commerical kitchens send thousands of tons
of grease down their drains every year, where it is supposed to be captured in traps for periodic removal. But
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