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ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS
GENERAL PURPOSE
Environmental Defense – Houston Office
2028 Buffalo Terrace
Houston, TX 77019-2496
Betin Santos (713) 942-5821
FAX: (713) 524-7213
Net: www.environmentaldefense.org

Purpose:  Environmen-
tal Defense, a leading na-
tional nonprofit organiza-
tion, represents more than
400,000 members.  Since
1967, Environmental De-
fense has linked science,
economics, law and inno-
vative private-sector part-
nerships to create break-
through solutions to the
most serious environmen-
tal problems.  Our staff of
scientists, economists and
lawyers are dedicated to
protecting the environmen-
tal rights of all people in-
cluding the right to clean
air, clean water, healthy
foods and flourishing eco-
systems.

Projects/Activities: In
November 2005, we opened
an office in Houston to sup-
port the Houston CleanAir
for Life Campaign.  This
initiative’s goal is to reduce
emissions from sources of
diesel pollution, with a goal
of reducing the toxicity of
the region’s air.  Our initial
priorities are school bus
fleets, construction equip-
ment, and long-haul trucks
that idle overnight.

Newsletters: Bi-monthly.
Dues: $10-$25.

Houston Audubon Society
440 Wilchester Blvd
Houston, TX 77079
Contact: Winnie Burkett (713) 932-1639
FAX: (713) 461-2911
E-Mail: info@houstonaudubon.org
Net: www.houstonaudubon.org

Purpose: The Houston Audubon Society is the local
chapter of one of the oldest environmental organizations in
the U.S., and has been in existence since 1969.  Our mission
is to promote the conservation and appreciation of birds
and wildlife habitat.  We manage several important bird
sanctuaries in the Houston region totaling over 3,300 acres.

Projects/Activities: The Houston chapter conducts field
trips, monthly Sanctuary Seminars, and monthly Member-

ship Meetings with presentations.  Visiting our High Is-
land bird sanctuaries and our Bolivar Flats Shorebird
Sanctuary during spring migration (March–May) is a great
chance to observe migrating birds in one of the largest
flyway routes in North America.  The chapter is also
involved with issues that directly and indirectly affect bird
and wildlife habitat through partnerships with other envi-
ronmental conservation organizations on habitat restora-
tion projects and advocacy issues.

Meetings: 2nd Wed. of the month (September - May) at
Children’s Museum of
Houston, 1500 Binz.

Volunteer Opportuni-
ties: Tour guides, field re-
search/field work, clerical,
public relations, advocacy,
events, fundraising, speak-
ers, field trip guides, and
sanctuary trailcrews.

Newsletters/Publica-
tions: The Naturalist (bi-
monthly newsletter).

Dues: $15/Student; $20/
Individual; $50/Family.
Higher levels available.

Sierra Club – Houston
Regional Group
P.O. Box 3021
Houston, TX 77253-3021
Contact: (713) 895-9309
www.houston.sierraclub.org

Purpose: The Houston
Regional Sierra Club, the
local arm of the national or-
ganization, has about 5,000
members and has been ac-
tive for about 40 years.   The
Houston Group relies ex-
clusively on its volunteers
to make a difference in en-
vironmental issues of local,
state, and national signifi-
cance.© 1990 John Dolley
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Projects/Activities:  Air Quality – Reviews applications
for pollution permits and speaks at hearings on air quality
regulations;

Forestry – Works against excessive logging, burning,
and road building;

Transportation – Supports mass transportation instead
of over-emphasis on road-building;

Watersheds – Advocates neighborhood-friendly, envi-
ronmentally aware flood control design and vegetation
management;

Sustainability – Alternatives to traditional building tech-
niques;

Service – Maintains the Lone Star Trail in the Sam
Houston National Forest;

Inner City Outings – To introduce the outdoors to urban
youth;

Political Committee – Candidate Endorsements.
Meetings: 1st Thursday, 7:30 PM, Central Presbyterian

Church, 3788 Richmond at corner of Timmons, Houston.
Social time begins 7 PM.

Volunteer Opportunities: Conservation issues such as
sprawl, air quality, and energy; Legislative advocacy; Po-
litical committee; Outings Leader Program; Inner City
Outings Program; Service Outings, Fundraising.

Newsletter/Publications: Bayou Banner, monthly; Con-
servation Action Alerts through our LISTSERV.

Dues: $39/year; includes national, state, and local mem-
bership and publications.

The Woodlands GREEN
P.O. Box 9934
The Woodlands, TX 77387
Contact: Lynne Aldrich  (281) 210-3926
E-Mail: info@thewoodlandsgreen.org
Net: www.thewoodlandsgreen.org

Purpose: The Woodlands GREEN (Grass Roots Envi-
ronmental Education Network) is committed to educating
the Woodlands-area community about natural resource
conservation, recycling, reduction of solid waste, and re-
sponsible actions that protect the environment and its
inhabitants.

Projects/Activities: The Earth Day Festival is a fun family
oriented event where people can learn what they can do to
help preserve the natural environment. The event is held
annually on either the 1st or 2nd Saturday in April.

Other activities include: 1) The Buy Recycled Boutique, a
twice yearly sale of unique high quality recycled-content
housewares and gift items; 2) Walk in the Woods, a nature
lecture series on a variety of topics about wildlife, habitat
gardening, and other nature topics; 3) Adopt-a-Path, a litter
abatement project; and 4) event recycling.

Meetings: Usually the 2nd Sunday in the month; check
Web site.

Volunteer Opportunities: All projects/activities pro-
vide volunteer opportunities.  Green Student Ambassador
Program tracks high school student’s volunteer hours and
provides recognition as well as extra points on TWG spon-
sored application.

Newsletters/Publications: The Dragon’s Circle.

Dues: $10/Students; $25/Individual; $35/Family; $55/
Business.

AIR POLLUTION
The American Lung Association of Texas
Houston/Southeast Region
2030 North Loop West, Suite 250
Houston, TX  77018
Contact: Barbara Devetski (713) 629-5864
FAX: (713) 629-5828
E-Mail: devetski@texaslung.org
Net: www.texaslung.org

Purpose: The American Lung Association of Texas
(ALAT) has been at work in Texas since 1908.  Our primary
areas of emphasis today are tobacco prevention and con-
trol, asthma education, advocacy, community health pro-
grams, and research. The American Lung Association of
Texas serves over 250,000 people statewide directly and
reaches several million Texans through other health edu-
cation programs.

Projects:/Activities: The American Lung Association
Houston/Southeast Region: 1) provides funding for the
Asthma Clinical Research Center (ACRC) at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine; 2) addresses environmental issues; 3)
teaches smoking cessation, including courses for teens and
adults; 4) trains educators to respond to asthma, including
programs for childcare workers and physical education
teachers; 5) advocates for smoking-related legislation; 6)
supports programs for those with Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease.

Volunteer Opportunities: Health fairs, clerical, data
research, N-O-T facilitators.

Citizens League for Environmental
Action Now (CLEAN)
5120 Woodway, Ste. 9004
Houston, TX 77056
Contact: Geoffrey Castro (713) 524-3000
FAX: (713) 960-1810
E-Mail: info@cleanhouston.org
Net: www.cleanhouston.org

Purpose: Houston leads the nation as the city with the
most severe ozone problem. A Texas A&M study found
that Houston’s ozone concentration during the summer
was often 2 to 3 times higher than the government stan-
dard. Area citizens face a health crisis from air pollution
and environmental toxins. The Citizens League for Envi-
ronmental Action Now’s work addresses the root causes of
environmental problems and offers solutions that will
benefit Houston socially and economically.  CLEAN has
dedicated its activities to providing citizens with accurate,
scientific evidence proving the impact of air pollution on
health and to motivating the public to act on solutions.

CLEAN has been featured in numerous news articles
from local publications such as the Houston Chronicle, the
Houston Business Journal, the Houston Press and the River
Oaks Examiner.

Projects/Activities:  As an ongoing activity, CLEAN
does original reporting on local environmental issues.
CLEAN is also involved in an exciting collaborative effort
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with the Federation of American Scientists in the construc-
tion of an energy efficient home in the Houston Heights,
which promises to reduce energy costs by 50-70%.  In
addition, CLEAN is working with the Endangered Species
Media Project to do a film documentary on Houston’s own
legendary waterway Buffalo Bayou.

The organization has been successful in hosting public
education forums that have brought in renowned guest
speakers such as former Assistant Secretary of Energy,
Joseph Romm, PhD, and guests such as Houston’s own
Mayor, Bill White.

Volunteer Opportunities: Environmental journalism,
clerical, and special events.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly email newsletter.

Galveston Houston Association for
Smog Prevention (GHASP)
3100 Richmond Ave, Ste. 309
Houston, TX 77098
Contact: Sabrina Strawn (713) 528-3779
FAX : (713) 526-0550
E-Mail : info@ghasp.org
Net: www.ghasp.org

Purpose: GHASP’s mission is to persuade government
and corporate officials to prevent smog. GHASP seeks to
accomplish its mission by being the most credible advocate
for clean air in the Houston region; by supporting efforts to
educate the public and intensify the political climate; and
by directly engaging government officials, community
leaders, the media and industry on regional air pollution
issues.

Meeting Dates: 3rd Thursday of every month.
Volunteer Opportunities: For internships,  we need

motivated and enthusiastic students who are passionate
about improving our environment, particularly air qual-
ity.  Fields of study include physical and social sciences,
engineering, law, public health, communications, and in-
formation technology at all levels – high school through
graduate school.

In the past, interns have helped us: Analyze regional air
pollution complaint systems; Compare air permitting and
enforcement policies and procedures among states; Sur-
vey area schools regarding their air quality programs;
Evaluate industrial leak detection and repair practices.

Newsletters/Publications: Recent reports include: 1)
Houston Ozone Air Pollution Season, Off to Record Start; 2)
Mercury in Galveston and Houston Area Fish; 3) Who’s Count-
ing?  The Systematic Underreporting of Toxic Air Emissions; 4)
Smoke in the Water: Air Pollution Hidden in the Water Vapor
from Cooling Tower; 5) Where Does Houston’s Smog Come
From?

Mothers for Clean Air
3100 Richmond, Suite 309
Houston, TX 77098-3015
Contact: Jane Laping (713) 526-0110
FAX : (713) 526-0550
E-Mail: mfca@mothersforcleanair.org
Net: www.mothersforcleanair.org

Purpose: Mothers for Clean Air is a local organization
whose 1,200 members are concerned about the adverse

effects of Houston area air pollution, particularly on the
health of children.  We advocate for clean air on a state and
local level, and conduct educational activities for children
and adults on a regional and community level.  Our orga-
nization is open to women and men of all ages, with or
without children.

Projects /Activities: Ozone Theater is an educational
program that uses an interactive theatrical game and hands-
on activities to teach elementary students about health
effects of air pollution.  Our annual Houston Ship Channel
Tour takes place each November.

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of the month; 7 PM social, 7:30
PM guest speaker.

Volunteer Opportunities: Tasks include staffing booths
at special events and health fairs, assisting with children’s
activities, and helping with the annual walk/run on Earth
Day.  Spanish speaking volunteers are especially needed.
We also have an active internship program with many
activities to choose from.

Newsletters/Publications: Clearing the Air, quarterly.
Dues: None; $25 recommended donation.

BUILDING
Rice Design Alliance
Rice University, MS 51, P. O. Box 1892
Houston, TX  77251-1892
Contact: Mary Swift (713) 348-4876
FAX: (713) 348-5924
E-Mail: rda@rice.edu
Net: www.rda.rice.edu

Purpose: The Rice Design Alliance, established in 1972,
is an outreach program of the Rice School of Architecture
dedicated to the advancement of architecture, urban de-
sign, and the built environment in the Houston region.
RDA seeks to involve the general public in issues related to
the design of parks, developments and buildings.  The
organization attempts to create a public forum to stimulate
discussion, involvement, and cooperation among the many
groups of citizens to improve the quality of life in the
Houston area.  Membership is open to the general public.

Projects/Activities: Each year RDA sponsors a Fall and
Spring lecture series, a spring architecture tour, 3-4 civic
forums, the Sally Walsh lecture with the Houston Architec-
ture Foundation, the annual design charrette with the
University of Houston College of Architecture, and 2-3 city
architecture study tours to national and international des-
tinations.

Meetings: Annual spring membership meeting in May
or June.

Volunteer Opportunities: Architecture tour docent;
gala volunteer.

Newsletters/Publications: Cite: The Architecture and
Design Review of Houston, quarterly journal.

Dues: $15/Student; $35/Individual; $50/Family; Up-
per levels up to $1,500.
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U.S. Green Building Council –
Houston Chapter
P.O. Box 6720
Houston, TX 77265-6720
Contact: Reid Middlebrooks
(713) 366-2448
E-Mail: dmiddlebrooks@apollobbc.com
Net: www.usgbc-houston.org

Purpose: Our mission is to educate and promote Green
Building LEED standards and national U.S. Green Build-
ing Council goals by producing presentations and educa-
tional events, as well as being a strong informational
resource to the market.  We also get involved in reaching
out to business, government, and the community to further
the continued green construction and reconstruction of
our local environments.

Projects/Activities: There are 7 committees focused on
different aspects of supporting green building practices.
We have a diverse programs calendar and strong alliances
with related businesses and professional organizations.
The Chapter is assisting the City of Houston with the
adoption of green building practices and is educating the
public at large about the advantages of green design and
construction.

Meetings: Monthly.  Anyone may join and participate
on a committee of their choice. People from USGBC Na-
tional Member-companies may vote and hold elected po-
sitions.

Volunteer Opportunities: The chapter is currently an
all-volunteer group of passionate, personally vested people.
Committees include Communications, Education, Advo-
cacy, Programs, Resources/Awards, Technical, and Mem-
bership.

Newsletters/Publications: Information about our news-
letter is available at our Web site.

EDUCATION
Artist Boat
2415 Avenue K
Galveston, TX 77550
Contact: Karla Klay (409) 770-0722
FAX (409) 770-0722
E-Mail: info@artistboat.org
Net: www.artistboat.org

Purpose: The Artist Boat is dedicated to promoting
awareness and preservation of the coastal marine environ-
ment through the disciplines of the sciences and the arts.
This is accomplished through: 1) hands-on experiences in
the sciences and the arts through Eco-Art Workshops and
Adventures (kayak, motorized vessels, and walking tours
for youth and adults); 2) Eco-Art Residencies in schools
(artists and scientists deliver habitat and public art pro-
grams on campuses); 3) SEAC (Student Environmental Art
Council – Teen Program);  and 4) Curriculum Develop-
ment.

Projects /Activities: Eco-Art Adventures via kayak are
offered on a weekly basis during the weekends to visitors
to the Galveston Bay region.  These tours are led by an artist
and biologist.  They require no experience in the arts or
kayaking.

School programs are designed to teach students through
the disciplines of science and art, to become better stew-
ards of natural resources, and develop visual outreach
tools to share with their communities.

Volunteer Opportunities: Internships available.
Newsletters/Publications: Newsletter and quarterly

calendar of kayak events.
Dues: Eco-Art Kayak Adventures are $40/person (in-

cludes equipment) or $20/person (with own kayak equip-
ment).  Programs have school and youth group fee sched-
ule.

The Children’s Museum of
Houston’s EcoStation
1500 Binz
Houston, TX 77004
Karen Milnar (713) 522-1138
FAX: (713) 522-5747
E-Mail: kmilnar@cmhouston.org
Net: www.cmhouston.org

Purpose: To ignite a life long passion for learning and to
develop good environmental stewards for Houston’s fu-
ture.  EcoStation is designed for children ages 2 to 12 to
develop an understanding of the environment, foster a
commitment to behaviors that support it through hands-
on opportunities, and learn how their decisions influence
its welfare.  Within the 4,600 square foot exhibit, children
choose from a wide variety of self-guided and fully facili-
tated activities whose learning messages are supplemented
with make-and-take crafts projects and take-home refer-
ence materials.

Projects/Activities: The EcoStation has several primary
components, including: A) the Research Pavilion, an en-
closed structure where children can conduct more than 90
self-guided and facilitated activities; B) a Pond stocked
with native plants and fish, designed so that children can
examine its contents; C) landscaped areas, featuring native
plants and trees found in Harris County; and D) the Tree
Stump Ampitheater, where children participate in nature-
related plays and puppet shows.

Volunteer Opportunities: Contact Rene Gonzales at
above phone number for details.

Newsletters/Publications: In Touch, bimonthly mem-
ber newsletter; Annual Report.

Council for Environmental Education
5555 Morningside Drive, Suite 212
Houston, TX 77005
Contact: Josetta Hawthorne (713) 520-1936
FAX: (713) 520-8008
E-Mail: josettah@aol.com
Net: www.councilforee.org

Purpose: Since 1970, the Council for Environmental
Education (CEE) has been a nationally recognized leader in
environmental education, providing programs and ser-
vices that promote responsible stewardship of natural
resources.  Our mission is to provide environmental edu-
cation programs and services that promote stewardship of
the environment and further the capacity of learners to
make informed decisions.  Our programs operate actively
in all 50 states and in 6 countries including Canada, the
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Czech Republic, India, Iceland, Japan, and Sweden.
Projects/Activities: Project WILD and Project WILD

Aquatic are K-12 supplementary conservation and envi-
ronmental education programs emphasizing wildlife and
aquatic wildlife, respectively.  WET in the City and Team
WET Schools are urban environmental education programs
that focus on conserving water resources. Teachers may
enroll individually in WET in the City workshops or with
their school in Team WET Schools making the commitment
to advance water education and responsible water stew-
ardship among students and faculty.  Flying WILD, CEE’s
newest program, introduces middle school students to
bird conservation through standards-based classroom ac-
tivities, school bird festivals, and stewardship projects.

Newsletters/Publications: Habitrends, WETWorks.

Environmental Educators’ Exchange
2112 Crockett Street
Houston, TX 77007
Contact: Lawrence Spence (281) 684-0288
FAX: (713) 802-4783
E-Mail: lawrence_spence@yahoo.com
Net: www.eeehouston.org

Purpose: To provide a network and forum for anyone
interested or with expertise in the environment, natural
history, ecology, local environmental issues and especially
environmental education.  Our group facilitates discus-
sion, exchange of ideas, methods, information and events
related to environmental education efforts in the Greater
Houston area.

Meetings: Quarterly, 1st Wednesday of February, May,
August and November, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM.  Location
varies for each meeting; call or email for venue.

Newsletters/Publications: E-mail list-serve network.
Dues: $15 for 2 years.

The Harvest
5125 Shadowbend Pl.
The Woodlands, TX 77381
Contact: Kim Burt (281) 298-8632
E-mail: woodlandswaldorf@sbcglobal.net
Net: www.woodlandswaldorf.org

Purpose: At The Harvest we believe that education is a
journey…not a race.  The Harvest is a Developing Waldorf
School now enrolling grades PK through 4th grade (add-
ing a grade each year).  Sustainability, recycling, environ-
mental awareness and advocacy are an integral part of the

Waldorf curriculum.
Projects/Activities: Our 3rd grade class designs, builds

and maintains a biodynamic garden on campus.  Each year
The Harvest participates in the Bioneers conference &
Earth Day.  The Harvest believes in teaching children
through a holistic and experiential learning environment
which promotes a life-long love of learning.

Volunteer Opportunities: Please call our office to find
out what is needed.

Houston Outdoor
Learning Academy
2731 Houston Avenue
Houston, TX  77009
Contact: Nicole Sawatzky (713) 224-4652
FAX:  (713) 880-0633
E-Mail:  firefly7@earthlink.net
Net: www.holainfo.com

Purpose: HOLA is an independent, adventure-based
and experiential learning environment, free from any po-
litical, religious, or other group-imposed beliefs, for youth
in grades 6-12.  It is a fully integrated academic program,
with an outdoor and environmental education focus.

Projects/Activities: Out-of-the-box challenges, exten-
sive travel, community service, and multicultural aware-
ness and sensitivity make HOLA unique.  HOLA works
directly within the local community building migratory
bird habitat and keeping bird counts; students participate
in Trash Bash and trail clearing activities; HOLA students
have taken samples from local bayous, lakes, and streams
to assess for toxic materials and compile results which
show a steady decline in water quality, increased toxicity,
and lessened habitat for birds and wildlife.  HOLA has also
assisted with sustainable growth and projects-based ser-
vice in third world countries. Tuition and trip fees based
upon socioeconomic status.
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Meetings:  Board Meetings 1st Monday of month.
Volunteer Opportunities:  Help with school landscap-

ing and gardening set-up; tutoring of students in academ-
ics; assistance with outdoor projects and activities.

Newsletters/Publications: Footprints, monthly school
newsletter; student-produced digital yearbook.

Nature Discovery Center
7112 Newcastle
Bellaire, TX 77401
Contact: Jennifer Gillespie-Malone
(713) 667-6550
FAX: (713) 667-7654
E-Mail: mail@naturediscoverycenter.org
Net: www.naturediscoverycenter.org

Purpose: To ignite lifelong curiosity, understanding
and respect for nature. We provide a wide variety of
science and nature programs for children from ages 3-11,
volunteer counselor positions for junior and senior high
students, and adult lectures and field trips, as well as
several weekend family events annually.

Projects/Activities: 1) Nature at Your Doorstep – out-
door field studies in Russ Pitman Park or on school grounds;
2) Traveling Exhibits – 6 interactive exhibits installed in
schools for a month; including teachers’ manual and train-
ing; 3) Discovery Presentations – live, participatory pre-
sentations at schools including live animals, artifacts, and
specimens relating to specific topics; 4) Classes and Camps
– after school classes and winter holiday, spring break and
summer day camps for pre-school and elementary-aged
children introduce nature and science through age and
development appropriate hands-on, minds-on activities;
5) Adult lecture series – 1st Wednesdays, 7 PM.

Meetings: Monthly Board meetings – 3rd Thursdays,
11:30 AM.

Volunteer Opportunities: Camp counselor for holiday
and summer camps; Summer group visiting docent.

Newsletters/Publications: Quarterly newsletter; Nature
at Your Doorstep: Real World Investigations for Primary Stu-
dents, 3rd printing.

Dues: $15/Seniors & students; $25/Individuals; $35/
Family.  Further support levels range from $50-15,000.

ENERGY
Electric Auto Association,
Houston Chapter
8541 Hatton St.
Houston, TX 77025-3807
Contact: Dale Brooks (713) 218-6785
E-mail:  brooksdale@usa.net
Net: www.heaa.org

Purpose: Since the air quality in Houston nears our
Nation’s WORST, our club members take loud, smelly
gasoline-powered cars and convert them to clean, silent
ELECTRIC PROPULSION.  The HEAA also tracks down
unused EVs, buys them and puts them back on the street.
Its president has driven his 1980 Jet Electrica daily since
1999.

Projects/Activities: Our vehicles are rolling billboards
which we proudly exhibit to local schools which demon-
strates to children a viable alternative to an ever-tightening
cycle of more pollution and economic slavery.  The Hous-
ton EAA also makes a big Earth Day Presence, showing
thousands of people that our working examples of Clean
Electric Vehicles make each day, “EARTH DAY”.

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of month, 6:30 PM at the
Citizen’s Environmental Center, 3015 Richmond Blvd.,
Room 280.

Volunteer Opportunities: Varies.
Newsletters/Publications: National magazine Current

EVents for dues-paying members.
Dues: $39/year.

Houston Renewable Energy Group
809 Shirleen Dr.
Seabrook, TX 77586
Contact: Mike Ewert  (281) 326-1853
E-Mail: hreg@txses.org
Net: www.txses.org/hreg

Purpose: The Houston Renewable Energy Group
(HREG) was established in 1999 with the primary goal of
educating the Houston region on the power of renewable
energy.  Houston’s climate and availability of conven-
tional energy sources create special challenges and barriers
to the incorporation of renewable energy systems. The
HREG network of renewable energy enthusiasts, engi-
neers, architects, specialists, and users provides a pathway
to sensible energy conservation and generation, as well as
a cleaner Houston.  HREG is a volunteer organization and
local chapter of the Texas Solar Energy Society.

Projects /Activities: Speakers; Earth Day booths; Re-
newable Energy Tour.

Meetings: Last Sunday of January, April, and July, 2
PM, at Texas Southern University School of Technology.

Volunteer Opportunities: Earth day booths, home tour
docents.

Newsletters/Publications: Parent organization, TXSES,
publishes the Texas Solar Reflector, quarterly.

Dues: Local chapter – free; State chapter – $35.

Houston RenewableHouston RenewableHouston RenewableHouston RenewableHouston Renewable
Energy GroupEnergy GroupEnergy GroupEnergy GroupEnergy Group

www.txses.org/hreg

                                                                      Chris Boyer
                                                                   Vice-President

            1406 Thornwood
Houston, TX 77062

                                                 chris.rox@sbcglobal.net
281-286-2714

Mike Ewert
President
809 Shirleen
Seabrook, TX 77586
mewert@houston.rr.com
281-326-1853
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Public Citizen-Texas
1002 West Avenue, Suite 300
Austin, TX 78701
Contact: Tom Smith
(512) 477-1155
FAX: (512) 479-8302
E-mail: smitty@citizen.org
Net: www.citizen.org/texas

Purpose: Public Citizen advocates for con-
sumer rights, environmental protection and
workplace safety, and demands corporate and govern-
ment  accountability.

Projects/Activities: Renewable Energy, Environmental
reforms, Energy-efficiency, Green Building codes, Toxics,
Ethics and Campaign finance reform.

Volunteer Opportunities: Student internships are avail-
able.  Some students receive course credit.  Interns usually
carry out research as well as computer and clerical work.

Newsletters/Publications: National bimonthly news-
letter and health research letter.

Dues: $40 annually (includes both newsletters).  Public
Citizen does not accept funding from corporations, gov-
ernmental bodies, or trade associations.

FOOD
The Last Organic Outpost
1719 Live Oak Street, Unit E
Houston, TX 77003
Contact: Jennel Innerarity (713) 898-9860
E-Mail: eatlocal@lastorganicoutpost.com
Net: www.lastorganicoutpost.com

Purpose: The Last Organic Outpost is located in the 5th
Ward and is a community effort to build greater food
security through an urban agriculture in the Houston area.

Projects /Activities: We are working on recycling urban
waste such as food industry waste, barn manures, and
stables manures into composted living soil.  We are pres-

ently working on projects that will
involve recycled material to build
housing embracing art and food pro-
duction to build self reliance within
our communities. We have built a
solar compost toilet and a cistern as
models that can be used in undevel-
oped countries.

Poetry readings and movies in
the gardens take place periodically.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volun-
teers meet daily to work in the gar-
dens.  They can pick their own food
to take home.

Other opportunities include help-
ing with art projects such as murals,
and helping to build homes from
recycled materials.

Newsletters/Publications:  Email
newsletter.  To subscribe, send a
blank message to Last-Organic-Out-
post-on@mail-list.com

Dues: No dues but contributions
welcome.

Urban Harvest
1900 Kane St.
Houston, TX, 77007
Jenny Campbell (713) 880-5540
FAX: (713) 880-5545
E-mail: info@urbanharvest.org
Net: www.urbanharvest.org

Purpose: Urban Harvest is dedicated to strengthening
communities through gardening.  The gardens we support
work to feed the hungry, revitalize neighborhoods, pro-
vide environmental education for the young and old, offer
horticultural therapy, and encourage better food for every-
one.  Our network of gardens, orchards and farmers’
markets in the greater Houston area builds community
health, vitality and pride.

Projects/Activities: We offer over 75 classes each year,
with a focus on organic gardening.  We run the Bayou City
Farmers’ Market (see p. 52).  Our Outdoor Classroom
program includes an after-school program for schoolchil-
dren.  We help start community gardens and school gar-
dens.

Major events include our annual Fruit Tree Sale each
January outside our office, and the annual Harvest Cel-
ebration for community gardeners.

Volunteer Opportunities: These include helping with
our teaching garden, community or school gardens, the
farmers’ market, outreach, classes facilitation, seeds for
sale, library of gardening books, and more – visit our Web
site for details.

Newsletters/Publications: Quarterly newsletter; bro-
chures (some in Spanish) about community and school
gardens.

Dues: $20/yr.

Environmental Groups – Food
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FUNDRAISING

Earth Share of Texas
707 West Avenue, Suite 203
Austin, TX 78701
Contact: Michele Koch (800) GREEN-TX
Edie Muehlberger (512) 472-5518
E-mail: estx@earthshare-texas.org
Net: www.earthshare-texas.org

Purpose: Earth Share of Texas is an umbrella fundraising
organization that raises money in the workplace for envi-
ronmental organizations.  You can be a key to opening the
door by helping us start a workplace giving program.
Earth Share of Texas represents more than 70 local, state,
national, and international environmental and conserva-
tion organizations in payroll contribution plans at em-
ployee workplaces across Texas.

Partial List of Groups: Audubon Foundation of Texas,
Bayou Preservation Association, Center for Maximum
Potential Building Systems, Clean Water Fund of Texas,
Endangered Species Media Project, Galveston Bay Foun-
dation, Ecology Action of Texas, Hill Country Conser-
vancy, Katy Prairie Conservancy, Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center, The Nature Conservancy, Protect Lake
Travis Association, Public Citizen, Recycling Alliance of
Texas, San Marcos River Foundation, Save Barton Creek
Association, Save Our Springs Alliance, Sierra Club Foun-
dation, Spark School Park Program, Texas Bicycle Coali-
tion Education Fund, Texas Solar Energy Society, TreeFolks,
Trust for Public Land, Westcave Preserve.

GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING
Clean Water Action
3100 Richmond, Suite 309
Houston, TX 77098
Contact: David Foster (713) 529-9426
FAX: (512) 474-7024
E-mail: txcwa@cleanwater.org
Net: www.cleanwateraction.org

Purpose: Clean Water Action is a non-profit organiza-
tion of diverse citizens and groups joined together to
protect our health, environment, economic well-being and
community quality of life.  We work for clean, safe and
affordable water, prevention of health-threatening pollu-
tion, creation of environmentally-safe jobs and businesses,
and empowerment of people to make democracy work.
CWA helps citizens demand clean water by lobbying at all
levels of government and by working with citizen groups
to achieve strong laws and their enforcement.

Projects/Activities: Currently CWA is focused on pre-
venting rollback of the Clean Water Act and other laws that
protect our health and environment, demanding better

enforcement of water protection laws in Texas, and mak-
ing sure polluters pay for their damage to the environment.

Volunteer Opportunities: We need volunteers to help
during elections, participate at public hearings, and assist
with projects in the office to help our programs run
smoothly.  Inquire about intern opportunities.

Newsletters: Clean Water Action News, national newslet-
ter; Sustainer Bulletin, state newsletter.

Dues: $25/year with national newsletter; $60/year with
state and national newsletters.

Environment Texas
1009 W. 6th Street, Suite 208
Austin, TX 78703
Contact: Luke Metzger
(512) 479-0388
E-mail: luke@environmenttexas.org
Net: www.environmenttexas.org

Purpose: We all want clean air, clean water and open
spaces.  But it takes independent research and tough-
minded advocacy to win concrete results, especially when
powerful interests stand in the way of progress.  That’s the
idea behind Environment Texas.  We focus exclusively on
protecting Texas’ air, water and open spaces.  We take
action at the local, state and national levels to improve the
quality of our environment and our lives.

Projects/Activities: Environment Texas, the new home
of TexPIRG’s environmental work, is currently working to
protect Texas natural areas from development, to improve
enforcement of our clean air laws, and to bring more wind
and solar energy to Texas.

Volunteer Opportunities: Students can receive credit
and small stipends as interns.

Newsletters/Publications: Environment Texas Report
sent to members 3 times a year.

Dues: $25/year ($15 for first time members).

PARK ORGANIZATIONS
Houston Parks Board
2001 Kirby, Suite 814
Houston, TX 77019
Contact: Deborah Rule (713) 942-8500
FAX: (713) 942-7664
E-Mail: info@houstonparksboard.org
Net: www.houstonparksboard.org

Purpose: The Houston Parks Board (HPB) creates, im-
proves and protects parkland for Houston.  HPB is a non-
profit corporation commissioned in 1976 in response to
Houston’s major foundations and civic leaders who wanted
to contribute to the City’s park system.  HPB works closely
with the City of Houston, Harris County Precincts, the
Harris County Flood Control District and adjoining mu-
nicipalities in fulfilling its mission.  It seeks donations of
land and other assets, manages capital projects, under-
takes studies for the benefit of the park system, invests and
manages special trust accounts, advises the City Council
and the City’s Parks & Recreation Department, and raises
awareness of the need for adequate parks and open spaces.

The Green Charity Plate by Wendy Hale Davis

Environmental Groups – Fundraising
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Projects/Activities: Recent projects include $4.5 million
in park improvements and renovations in 8 Houston parks,
the creation of the 5-acre Freed Art and Nature Park inside
Loop 610, and the establishment of the 164-acre Coolgreen
Park in East Houston.  Future near-term projects include
the acquisition of about 290 acres of additional parkland
and strategic land parcels along Houston bayous.

Meetings: Board meets monthly.
Volunteer Opportunities: Contact us.
Newsletters/Publications: Annual Report.

Hermann Park Conservancy
6201-A Golf Course Drive
Houston, TX  77030
Matthew Marcinek (713) 524-5876
FAX: (713) 524-5887
E-Mail: mmarcinek@hermannpark.org
Net: www.hermannpark.org

Purpose: The Hermann Park Conservancy is a citizens’
organization dedicated to the stewardship and improve-
ment of Hermann Park – today and for generations to
come.  Hermann Park is Houston’s most historic greenspace,
and the Conservancy is committed to preserving its natu-
ral resources. The Conservancy works closely in partner-
ship with the City of Houston Parks and Recreation De-
partment.  The Conservancy has received over 15 awards
in the past 6 years for its projects.

Projects/Activities: Volunteer management – over 1,000
volunteers providing park maintenance;

Tree inventory – mapping Hermann Park’s 91-year old
tree canopy;

Capital improvements – over $30 million of improve-
ments in the ground to date;

Events – Includes Park to Park Run from Minute Maid
Park to Hermann Park each winter and Evening in the Park
gala.

Meetings: Board of Directors meets every 2 months.
Volunteer Opportunities: Visit our Web site or e-mail

us at address above for the many opportunities to volun-
teer.

Newsletters/Publications: Newsletter published 3 times
a year; annual report.

Dues: $35/yr.

Houston Wilderness
4916 Main Street, Suite 230
Houston,TX 77002
Contact: Rosie Zamora (713) 524-7330
FAX: (713) 525-9600
E-Mail: rozamora@houstonwilderness.org
Net: www.houstonwilderness.org

Purpose: Houston Wilderness aims to provide citizens
of the region with the opportunity to better understand the
interdependence of our local natural systems to one an-
other, and to appreciate Houston’s long history of reliance
upon them.  Our organization works to facilitate inter-
group communication and inspire collaborative achieve-
ments in land conservation and preservation.

Projects/Activities: The Wilderness Passport Program is
an educational program that encourages school and family

“field trips” allowing for the exploration of 10 unique
ecosystems within a 24-county region.  The Passport Pro-
gram enhances environmental school and merit badge
programs operating within area school and scouting pro-
grams.  The Nature Passport, designed to compliment our
Web site, will allow children and their families to experi-
ence the outdoors and learn about native plants and ani-
mals in the region.

Meetings: Executive Council meets quarterly.
Volunteer Opportunities: Interns welcome.
Newsletters/Publications: Atlas of Biodiversity will be

published in 2006.

Memorial Park Conservancy
P.O. Box 131024
Houston, TX 77219
Sally Tyler (713) 863-8403
E-Mail: Styler@memorialparkconservancy.org
Net: www.memorialparkconservancy.org

Purpose: The Memorial Park Conservancy’s staff, mem-
bers and volunteers work to protect and enhance the City
of Houston’s largest urban park.  As the leading partner
with the Houston Parks and Recreation Department, the
Conservancy ensures Memorial Park remains a place to
escape our bustling city, enjoy nature, and recreate.

Projects/Activities: The Conservancy key goals include:
1) Maintaining and expanding Memorial Park’s extensive
trail system; 2) Restoring and protecting the ecological
health of the park’s natural habitats; 3) Enhancing oppor-
tunities for the park’s many visitors and recreational users.

Meetings: Contact us for our calendar of community
meetings and events.

Volunteer Opportunities: The Conservancy is engaged
in a wide-range of volunteer activities.  These include
participating in trail building and maintenance events,
improving the park habitat, and assisting in education
events for children.  Credit is available for interns or
community service.

Newsletters/Publications: Happenings in the Park,
monthly electronic newsletter for members.

Dues: See our Web site for more information and to join
on-line.

The Piney Woods Wildlife Society
P.O. Box 189
Spring, TX 77383-0189
Contact: Mike Drummond (281) 467 8817
E-mail: Drummond@TheDrummondsDeliver.com
Net: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
pineywoodswildlifesociety/

Purpose: A nonprofit organization for people interested
in nature and dedicated to the study and protection of the
environment.

Projects/Activities: Monthly field trips and Spring Creek
Christmas Bird Count.

Meetings: 3rdTuesday of the month, September-May,
7:30 PM, Mercer Arboretum (22306 Aldine Westfield Rd.,
Houston).  Free and Open to the public.

Newsletter: The Pine Warbler, monthly September-May.
Dues: $15 per household.

Environmental Groups – Parks
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PARK PRESERVES
Katy Prairie Conservancy
3015 Richmond Avenue, Suite 230
Houston, TX 77098-3114
Contact: Mary Anne Piacentini
(713) 523-6135
FAX: (713) 523-6145
E-mail: info@katyprairie.org
Net: www.katyprairie.org

Purpose: The Katy Prairie, located just 30 miles west of
downtown Houston, is the winter home to one of the
densest concentrations of migratory waterfowl in North
America and host to more than 300 species of wildlife.
Once part of a vast tallgrass prairie system stretching from
the Gulf Coast to Canada, fewer than 200,000 acres of the
Katy Prairie remain today.  Driven by a coalition of land-
owners, hunters, conservationists, and residents, the Katy
Prairie Conservancy works to protect a sustainable portion
of this irreplaceable resource.

Projects/Activities: The Conservancy’s goal is to con-
serve at least 50,000 acres on the prairie.  We do this by: 1)
protecting land in an environmentally responsible man-
ner; 2) involving local stakeholders in prairie protection; 3)
providing public access for recreational opportunities; 4)
promoting economic incentives to ensure the prairie’s
conservation; 5) promoting scientific research; 6) and edu-
cating the public about the importance of the Katy Prairie.

The Conservancy hosts guided tours of many of our

preserves.  See our Web site for a calendar.
Volunteer Opportunities: Workdays on the prairie;

assisting with tours and field trips on protected lands;
assisting in administrative operations.

Legacy Land Trust
P.O. Box 980816
Houston, TX 77098-0816
Contact: Jennifer Lorenz (713) 524-2100
FAX: (713) 524-2100
E-Mail: jlorenz@llt.org
Net: www.llt.org

Purpose: Legacy Land Trust is dedicated to protecting
natural areas in the Houston region. We work to protect
stream and river corridors, flood buffer zones, and provide
wildlife with a home undisturbed by traffic, lights and
noise. We work with willing landowners who agree to
permanently protect their lands from future commercial
development.  As of 2006, we are close to preserving nearly
5,000 acres of land in the surrounding Houston area.

Projects/Activities: Hiking tours with Naturalists – with
specific tours on mushrooms, birds, butterflies, native
plants.  We provide these tours on our 3 public preserves:
Little Cypress Creek Preserve on Little Cypress Creek in
Cypress (NW Houston), the Montgomery County Pre-
serve on Spring Creek in Spring, TX, and the Peckinpaugh
Preserve, also along Spring Creek.

Our Web site has updates on our annual Official Butter-
fly Count, Naturalist Tours, and invasive plant removal
workdays.

Meetings: Annual event 1st week of February.
Volunteer Opportunities: Invasive plant removal at

our numerous preserves. This can often get credit for
community work with both boy scouts and high school
students.

Dues: Begins at $35.

Houston Arboretum &
Nature Center
4501 Woodway Drive
Houston, TX 77024
Lori Hutson (713) 681-8433
FAX: (713) 681-1191
E-mail: arbor@houstonarboretum.org
Net: www.houstonarboretum.org

Purpose: The mission of the Houston Arboretum &
Nature Center is to provide nature education to people of
all ages and to protect and enhance the Arboretum as a
haven and as a sanctuary for native plants and animals.

The Center is a non-profit 155-acre nature sanctuary
with almost 5 miles of walking trails through forest,
meadow, and wetland habitats.  Admission is free, and
grounds are open daily from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM.

Projects/Activities: Children’s classes for ages 3 to 12;
Teacher Workshops; Family Night Adventures; Scout Pro-
grams; Urban Nature Series programs 2 Sundays a month.
For schedules, call (713) 681-8433 or visit Web site.

Volunteer Opportunities: Participation (for ages 16
and above) includes trail work, gardening, assisting visi-
tors in the Discovery Room, sharing nature as a School

Environmental Groups – Preserves
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Tour Guide or Weekend Tour Guide, or assisting with
children’s class on weekends.  For more information, con-
tact us.

Newsletters/Publications: Bimonthly newsletter,
monthly volunteer newsletter, Annual Report.

Dues: $20/Volunteers; $50/Families.

Mercer Arboretum &
Botanic Gardens
22306 Aldine Westfield
Humble, TX 77338
Contact: Shearon Millar (281) 443-8731
FAX: (281) 209-9767
E-mail: mercerarboretum@hcp4.net
Net: www.hcp4.net/mercer

Purpose: Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens, a na-
tionally recognized public garden operated by the Harris
County Precinct 4 parks system, covers over 250 acres
along Cypress Creek.  Featuring the Texas Gulf Coast’s
largest display of native and cultivated plants, staff and
volunteers are dedicated to fulfilling Mercer’s mission to
establish and maintain a versatile botanical facility for
Houston and the greater Gulf Coast region, serving the
general public, the horticulture industry, and the scientific
community.

Admission is free.  Visitors of all ages participate in a
wide range of educational programs, tours and classes.
Recreational opportunities include garden walks, wood-
land trails, picnic areas, and a playground.

Projects/Activities: Mercer maintains genetically repre-
sentative samples of seeds and living plants of the most
critically endangered plants in the Gulf Coast region.  Mercer
features one of the nation’s first permanent display gar-
dens devoted to educating the public about the rare and
endangered plant species of the U.S.

Volunteer Opportunities: These involve all aspects of
the gardens, volunteers and interns assist with gardening,
teaching, fund-raising, and guiding tours.

Newsletters/Publications: Parkscape, quarterly news-
letter.

Cyclone Cycles

2528 Sheridan
(713) 668-2104

1525 W. 18th Street
(713) 862-8520

www.cyclonecycles.com

Environmental Groups – Preserves
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Birds and Birding:
Great Texas Birding Classic and Great Texas Wildlife Trails –

Shelly Plante, 512-389-4500
Partners in Flight – Cliff Shackelford, 512-912-7045

Education and Outreach:
Hunter Education/Houston – Heidi Rao,  281-534-0126
Boater Education/Houston – Phil Steffen, 281-534-0125
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman – Ashley Mathews, 512-970-9247
Educational Materials – Outdoor Learning, 512-389- 8183
Urban Outreach/Houston – Dawn Bello, 713-203-2915
Project Wild/Aquatic Wild – Cappy Manly, 512-389-4369
Nature Tourism Assistance – Shelly Plante, 512-389-4500
Angler Education – Ann Miller, 512-389-4732
Recreation Safety Programs and Training (Hunter, Aquatic, Fishing) –

512-389-4999
Texas Buffalo Soldiers – Ken Pollard, 512-389-8569

Habitat and Landowner Assistance:
Texas Wildscapes, Gardening for Wildlife – Mark Klym, 512-389-4644
Schoolyard Habitats – statewide, Diana Foss, 281-456-7029
Urban Wildlife Program – Kelly Bender, 512-308-0979
Landowner Incentive Program (rare species) –

Linda Campbell, 512-389-4395
Lone Star Land Steward Awards – Linda Campbell, 512-389-4395
Wildlife Management Plans – Linda Campbell, 512-389-4395
Wetlands Conservation Program – Jeff Raasch, 512-389-4328; Rollin MacRae, 512-389-4639

Local Grants:
Outdoor Outreach Program Grants – Darlene Lewis, 512-912-7145
Local Park Grants – Tim Hogsett, 512-912-7120

Volunteer Programs:
Texas Master Naturalist (volunteer training program) –

statewide, Michelle Haggerty, 830-896-2500
Texas Monarch Watch – Mike Quinn, 512-912 -7059
Texas Nature Trackers – Marsha Reimer, 512-912-7062
Texas Watch (water quality monitoring program) – Dave Buzan, 512-912-7013

Media:
“Texas Parks and Wildlife” magazine – 1-800-937-9393
“Passport to Texas” radio program: Houston – KILT-AM (650) Thurs. & Fri. between 4am-6am;

Sat. & Sun. between 4 am-7am; Victoria – KGUL-FM (96.1) M-F 7:10 am; Victoria – KZAM-FM
(104.7) M-F 7:10 a.m.; Victoria – KXTN-FM (98.7) M-F 6:50 am; Beaumont – KLVI-AM (560)
M-F  5:20 a.m.; 24 hrs. a day at www.passporttotexas.org

“Texas Parks and Wildlife” television series – KUHT-TV Channel 8, Fri 1:00 p.m, Sat. 3:30 p.m.

Come and enjoy
outdoor Texas!

1-800-792-1112
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

Texas Parks and Wildlife
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, Texas 78744

Try our special events,
classes,volunteer

opportunities, and
award-winning news

and leisure programs. If
you have any questions

or would like more
information, please

contact us.

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us
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Cities can be 3 to 8˚ hotter than the surrounding countryside because the
sun's heat is retained by streets and buildings with little tree shade.  This
phenomenon is called the ”heat island effect.”  This picture of The Woodlands
near Houston shows hot roofs (red) and dark-colored pavement (yellow).
Strategies to mitigate this include tree planting on a massive scale.

Native Plant Society of Texas
P.O. Box 131254
Houston, TX 77219-1254
Contact: Linda Knowles (281) 558-3710
E-Mail: houston@npsot.org
Net: www.npsot.org/houston

Purpose: Promotion of the use and understanding of
native plants and native habitats. The purpose of the
Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote the conserva-
tion, research and utilization of the native plants and plant
habitats of Texas, through education, outreach and ex-
ample.

Projects/Activities: Field trips, Houston chapter meet-
ings, booth outreach.

Meetings: 3rd Thursdays, January –November, at Hous-
ton Arboretum and Nature Center at 7 PM.

Volunteer Opportunities: Plant Rescues, Booth Volun-
teers, Invasive Removal projects, Tree and Wildflower
planting, Speaking Opportunities.

Newsletters/Publications: The Native Times, quarterly.

Dues:  $15/Students; $15/Seniors; $20/Individual; $25/
Family; $35/Group.  Higher levels $50-1,000.

Trees For Houston
P.O. Box 130096
Houston, TX  77219
Contact: Catie Ross (713) 840-8733
FAX: (713) 840-8734
E-Mail: info@treesforhouston.org
Net: www.treesforhouston.org

Purpose: Trees For Houston addresses visual
enhancement and urban forest issues by working
productively with both the private and public sec-
tors.  We are dedicated to the orderly planting of
street trees in neighborhoods and along Houston’s
major arterial streets and freeways.  Since 1983, we
have been responsible for the planting and moni-
toring of over 214,301 street trees and seedlings.

Projects/Activities: Beautification – Major street
and thoroughfare projects include Antoine Dr., the
Fort Bend Toll Road, and Main Street downtown
(where we have planted 390 oak trees).

NeighborWoods – Together with the City of Hous-
ton, we are providing free trees and planting in-
structions to homeowners in neighborhoods
throughout the city.

Trees For Houston Challenge – With private
sector contributions, we have planted 4,800 Challenge trees
along highways since 1992.

Education – Since 1994, we have presented educational
programs to Houston-area elementary schools. The Trees
for Schools program has planted 5,100 trees on campuses.

Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of January, February, March,
April, June, September, October, November.

Volunteer Opportunities: We need planting assistance
in several programs, including NeighborWoods.  Students
can receive credit.

Newsletters/Publications: Treebune quarterly newslet-
ter; annual report; TreeMail sent by e-mail.

Dues: $50/yr.

RECREATIONAL
Houston Canoe Club
P.O. Box 925516
Houston TX 77292
Contact: John Bartos (713) 861-1255
Net: www.houstoncanoeclub.org

Purpose: The Houston Canoe Club was formed in 1964
to unite paddlers of canoes and kayaks in Houston.  Part of
our mission is to work to protect the environment where
we paddle.  Cleanups of rivers and trying to protect instream
water flows and access are our major efforts.

Projects/Activities: Regular paddling trips in Texas are
scheduled.  Armand Bayou Cleanup has been going on for
over 20 years each spring.  Watch Web site for info.

Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of each month.
Newsletters/Publications: The Waterline, online

monthly.
Dues:  $25/Family.

All natural...always!

Organoscapes

Natural Landscaping and Maintenance

Keeping Houston landscapes healthy

and all organic since 1991!

281-491-9534

www.organoscapes.com

Environmental Groups – Plants & Trees

Courtesy of Houston Advanced Research Center

PLANTS & TREES

http://www.npsot.org/houston
http://www.treesforhouston.org
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http://www.organoscapes.com
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Discover the wonders of Galveston Bay

Artist Boat– Eco-Art & Eco-Tour Kayak Adventures

 .

(409) 770-0722
www.artistboat.org

Kayak Adventures include
hands-on environmental & arts
activities.  Free paddling &
safety instruction included on
all trips.  Perfect for families,
groups, and beginners

Natural Spectrum Lamps
Compact Fluorescents

UV Air & Water Purifiers
Pet Lighting

Plant Lighting
Dental Lighting

Film and Photography
Fresh Water Lamps

Germicidal ULTRA-UV
Grow Lights

Light Therapy
Work Lights1.888.900.6830

281.559.4900

Natural and Specialized
Lighting Products

Outdoor Nature Club
P.O. Box 270894
Houston, TX 22277-0894
Contact: Calvin R. Blakley (281) 358-5407
E-Mail: onc_pres@outdoornatureclub.org
Net: www.outdoornatureclub.org

Purpose: Outdoor Nature Club (ONC) is an educational
and scientific organization for all ages.  It was organized in
1923 to protect and conserve our natural resources by
fostering an interest in the study of nature.  Outdoor
Nature Club owns a preserve, the Little Thicket Nature
Sanctuary (LTNS), which comprises 655 acres of wilder-
ness.  Open to members at all times and to the public during
monthly open houses, LTNS is a great place to relax and
study nature.

Projects/Activities: ONC has 3 special study groups,
botany, conchology,and ornithology (OG) through which

members and visitors can learn plant, shell, and bird
identification.  In particular, OG has a learning corner prior
to each monthly meeting.  Groups conduct field trips. A
full schedule of events is posted on the club Web site.

Meetings: 2nd Thursday of September, November, Janu-
ary, March, and May, 7:30 P.M. at Bayland Community
Center, 6400 Bissonnet, Houston.

Newsletters/Publications: Nature Notes, monthly from
September to May; Spoonbill, monthly from August to May
for OG group.

Dues: Start at $8/Individual; $15/Family.

star pizza llp
we deliver to you

marilyn zwirek
owner

2111 norfolk, houston, tx 77098
77 harvard, houston, tx 77007

713-523-0800/713-869-1241
713-523-2073/713-869-9314

cell=281-748-2960
www.starpizza.net

Environmental Groups – Recreation
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http://www.houstonarboretum.org
http://www.starpizza.net
http://www.naturallighting.com
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SPECIAL PURPOSE
Blackwood Educational Land Institute
P.O.Box 271347
Houston, TX 77277
Contact: Cath Conlon (713) 768-3422
FAX:  (979) 826-8357
E-Mail: Cathbkwood@aol.com
Net: www.blackwoodland.com

Purpose: We gather people together to share and inspire
each other.  The environmental problems that we face
already have solutions that are largely present.  We need to
tell these stories and get the information out there so it is
usable and make this epic shift from a disposable civiliza-
tion to a sustainable one.

Projects/Activities: Texas Bioneers Conference,  an an-
nual meeting about environmental issues and holistic
health.  The 2007 conference is set for October 19-21.  The
Institute offers other conferences, classes, workshops, re-
treats, and lectures throughout the year.

Newsletters/Publications: Electronic biannual
newletter.

Dues: Gift levels $25 and up.

Blueprint Houston
3015 Richmond, Suite 201
Houston TX  77098
Contact: Heidi Sweetnam (713) 522-0590
FAX: (713) 523-3057
E-Mail: hsweetnam@blueprinthouston.org
Net: www.blueprinthouston.org

Purpose: Blueprint Houston’s mission is to build com-
munity support for a comprehensive long-range planning
process to make improvements to Houston’s quality of life
and place. We build community support by increasing
civic awareness and engagement in the planning process
and by facilitating opportunities for the citizenry to ex-
press its values and long-term goals for the city’s future.

Projects/Activities: Blueprint Houston sponsors a vari-
ety of events that inform the community about planning
issues and provide forums for citizen input.  Examples
include the Citizens Congress held in 2003, where over a
thousand community leaders identified the top 10 priori-
ties for improving the city’s future.  Other examples in-
clude a forum for citizen input on the Regional Transpor-
tation Plan and a region-wide mapping exercise where
citizens identified alternative growth patterns for future
development in Houston.  When appropriate, Blueprint

Houston serves as a resource on the long-term planning
process.

Volunteer Opportunities: Support outreach efforts;
serve as facilitators at meetings; conduct research.  Intern-
ships arranged on an individual basis.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly e-mail newsletters.

BRIDGES to Sustainability Institute
3501 Nottingham Street
Houston, TX 77005
Contact: Beth Beloff (713) 666-6870
FAX: (281) 821-6870
E-Mail: bbeloff@golder.com
Net: www.bridgestos.org

Purpose: The mission of BRIDGES to Sustainability
Institute is to foster the implementation of sustainable
development through innovative partnership, and educa-
tional and leadership development.  To realize this mis-
sion, BRIDGES has created a unique niche in understand-
ing how to operationalize sustainability, to move the dis-
cussion from “why” to “how.”  This is accomplished
through the development of practical decision-support
approaches, methods, and “tools” that facilitate the imple-
mentation of sustainable practices in organizations.

BRIDGES also provides sustainability advisory services
and serves as a confidential ally to companies, developing
critical issues reports and reviewing sustainability perfor-
mance to reconcile economic, environmental, and societal
bottom lines.

Projects/Activities: Research, advisory, and manage-
ment of a variety of sustainability initiatives both within
and outside of Houston.  Previous projects include assess-
ing data gaps in Houston air pollution health effects re-
search (for the Leland National Urban Air Toxics Center),
publishing literature on environmental accounting and
sustainability performance, and creating sustainability
education modules for corporations.

Volunteer Opportunities: Call for information.
Newsletters/Publications: Publications may be viewed

at our Web site.

Keep Houston Beautiful
3000 Richmond Avenue, Suite 350
Houston, TX 77098
Contact: Robin Blut (713) 839-8855
FAX: (713) 839-8880
E-mail: info@houstonbeautiful.org
Net: www.houstonbeautiful.org

Purpose: To educate citizens on the importance of pre-
serving the natural beauty and visual amenities of our city.
We accomplish our goal through education and commu-
nity partnerships as well as hands-on activities.

Projects/Activities: 1. Keep Houston Beautiful Day is a
citywide cleanup held the 1st Saturday of April.  We
partner with corporate sponsors, neighborhood groups,
civic groups, church groups and youth groups throughout
the city.

2. C3 Cleanups are neighborhood cleanups that target a
specific area each month.  By involving residents directly,
we foster neighborhood awareness of the important role
they play in preserving a clean city.

Since 1978, neighborhoods all over Houston have turned
to us for assistance in implementing neighborhood

cleanup and beautification projects that get results. Call
us to start a program in your neighborhood.

Keep HOUSTON Beautiful
3000 Richmond Avenue, Suite 350

Houston, TX 77098
(713) 839-8855

www.houstonbeautiful.org

Environmental Groups – Special Purpose
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3. Weekend Cleanups are neighborhood cleanups that
residents can have on their own.  We help by providing
equipment and free trash bags.

4. Adopt-A-Block allows groups to adopt a minimum of
5 blocks of their choice and clean and de-litter on a regular
basis while getting recognition.

Meetings: We attend neighborhood meetings but none
are scheduled at the office.

Volunteer Opportunities: Cleanup volunteers ongo-
ing.  Students earn credits by participating.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly electronic newslet-
ter for volunteers.

Texas Association of Environmental
Professionals (TAEP)
5090 Richmond Avenue, #432
Houston, TX 77056
Contact: Lee Garrett (713) 690-8989
FAX: (713) 690-8787
Net: www.TAEP.org

Purpose: The Texas Association of Environmental Pro-
fessionals is the premiere organization for environmental
professionals in the State of Texas.  The mission of the
TAEP is to achieve the highest standards of ethics and
competency within the environmental professions.  Mem-
bers of the TAEP include environmental scientists, geolo-
gists, engineers, biologists, chemists, industrial hygienists
and other professionals with an interest in being good
stewards of the environment.

Projects/Activities: The Young Environmental Profes-
sionals (YEPs) will partner with a local elementary school
or junior high to work collectively on an environmental
project to increase awareness of the environment and
demonstrate the rewards of becoming an environmental
professional.  The TAEP also awards scholarships to de-
serving college students who are working towards a de-
gree in an environmental related field.

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of every month.  Check Web
site for time and location.

Volunteer Opportunities: The YEP school project.
Newsletters/Publications: Newsletter can be

received by registering at TAEP.org.

Texans for Alternatives to Pesticides
3015 Richmond, Suite 270
Houston, TX 77098
Charlotte Wells (713) 523-2827
E-mail: info@nopesticides.org
Net: www.nopesticides.org

Purpose:  Pesticides are a threat to our health
and the environment.  Many governments, schools,
commercial pest-control companies, landscaping
companies, and private citizens are using hazard-
ous pesticides linked to cancer, neurological prob-
lems, birth defects and reproductive disorders.
Infants and children are especially vulnerable to
the effects of pesticides, yet approximately 90% of
all Americans use them – over 2 billion pounds per
year.  The primary mission of TAP is to educate
consumers and policymakers to the health risks of

pesticides and to encourage the use of alternatives.
Projects/Activities: TAP is working with other environ-

mental groups regionally and nationally to help create a
healthy environment for children.  TAP is collaborating
with Urban Harvest to share our CD, Recipes for Alternatives
to Pesticides, with after-school gardening instructors and
works with Mothers for Clean Air using Tools for Schools to
improve indoor air quality in homes.

Volunteer Opportunities: Speakers bureau, liaisons
with schools and childcare facilities, and special events
such as Earth Day.

Newsletters/Publications: Recipes for Alternatives to Pes-
ticides, a CD ROM of safe alternatives to chemicals and how
to use them; newsletter for members.

TRANSPORTATION
BikeHouston
P.O. Box 25372
Houston, TX 77265
Contact: Jackie Friedman (713) 222-2453
E-Mail: info@bikehouston.org
Net: www.bikehouston.org

Purpose: BikeHouston is a local advocacy organization
promoting bicycle access, safe cycling, education, and
public awareness of the personal and community benefits
of cycling.

Projects/Activities: We assist the City of Houston in
designing local bikeways, we encourage METRO to pro-
mote multi-modal transportation opportunities (especially
the installation of bike racks on buses).  We participate in
safety fairs for children, and we sponsor Bicycle Education
classes.  Membership fees fund cycling education, helmets
for disadvantaged children, Web site maintenance and
information materials.

The Moonlight Bicycle Ramble is a two-hour recre-
ational bicycle ride for cyclists of all abilities.  It offers
courses of approximately 8 and 20 miles.  Your participa-
tion in the ride helps promote bicycling in the Houston area
and supports BikeHouston’s mission.

Environmental Groups – Transportation

Reprinted With Permission

http://www.bikehouston.org
http://www.TAEP.org
http://www.nopesticides.org


18

Meetings: Last Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM.
Volunteer Opportunities: Membership, public rela-

tions, Web site support.
Newsletters/Publications: Web site newsletter.
Dues: $25/Individual; $15/Students, seniors, fixed in-

comes; $40/Families.

WATER
Bayou Preservation Association
3201 Allen Parkway, Suite 200
Houston, TX 77019
Contact: Mary Ellen Whitworth  (713) 529-6443
FAX: (713) 529-6481
E-Mail: bpa@hic.net
Net: www.bayoupreservation.org

Purpose: The Bayou Preservation Association has been
advocating for healthy bayous for 40 years.  We envision
bayous with stream buffers that hold floodwater during
storm events and are recreational areas during non-storm
events.  We are working to see that all bayous meet state
water quality standards and that they are safe to canoe in.
We advocate for environmentally sound flood reduction
policies.

Projects /Activities: We work to clean up bayous and
restore the banks with native species.  We also work on
water quality problems and maintain an extensive Web
site, which includes a paddle trail system.

Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month every other month,
starting in January.

Volunteer Opportunities: Contact our volunteer coor-
dinator, Heather Lazare, (713) 880-9376, for planting sched-
ules and bayou clean ups.

Newsletters/Publications: Bayou Forum, 3 times/year.
Dues: $35/yr.

Brays Bayou Association
4999 West Bellfort
Houston, TX 77035
Contact: Bob Schwartz (713) 723-7230
FAX: (713) 723-0121
E-mail: bobx@hal-pc.org

Purpose: To reduce the risk of flooding in the Brays
Watershed. Our membership consists of delegates from
civic organizations and cities in the water-shed, and other
interested parties

Projects/Activities: Keeping members informed of ac-
tivities and actions in the watershed that might affect them
or their member organizations; provides information to
media and civic club publications; can provide speakers
for civic organization meetings.

Meetings: 3rd Monday of the month, except December;
annual meeting in March.

Dues: Donations accepted.

Christmas Bay Foundation
1410 Hutchins
Houston, TX 77003
Jim Olive (713) 520-0898
FAX: (713) 227-0399
E-mail: director@christmasbay.org
Net: www.christmasbay.org

Purpose: Christmas Bay is a unique water body and
ecosystem about 3 miles south of the southern-most point
of Galveston Island.  The purpose of our organization is: 1)
to promote increased understanding and appreciation of
the Christmas Bay estuarine system and its tributaries; 2) to
promote conservation of the natural resources of the Christ-
mas Bay estuarine system and its tributaries; 3) to contrib-
ute to the usefulness of the Bay and its tributaries for
recreational and commercial purposes; and 4) to sponsor
such activities and events as may contribute to the general
welfare of Christmas Bay estuarine system and its tributar-
ies.

Projects/Activities: Ecotours of Christmas Bay system;
Coordinate on Bay projects with Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department; Speakers Bureau.

Meetings: Call for information or see Web site.
Volunteer Opportunities: Guides for ecotours, Red

Cross certified kayak instructors; wildlife and marine bi-
ologists.

Galveston Bay Foundation
17325-A Hwy. 3
Webster, TX 77598
Bob Stokes (281) 332-3381
FAX: (281) 332-3153
E-mail: gbf@galvbay.org
Net: www.galvbay.org

Purpose:  To preserve, protect and enhance the natural
resources of the Galveston Bay estuarine system and its
tributaries for present users and for posterity. Part of
implementing our mission is making people understand
what a valuable natural resource the Bay is for the entire
Houston region. In addition to its incredible natural beauty,
it is Texas’ leading bay fishery, both commercially and
recreationally. It is also home to the 3rd largest recreational
boating fleet in the country.

The Foundation has 4 goals: advocacy, conservation,
education, and research.  We attempt to bring all the users
of the Bay together to maintain the long-term health of the
ecosystem.

Projects/Activities: Educational presentations and field
trips for youth and adults; wetlands habitat restoration;
monitoring and responding to proposed activities in the
Bay; affecting government policies that protect and en-
hance the Bay; monitoring water quality; and advocating
for improved scientific knowledge of the Bay.

Meetings: Quarterly.
Volunteer Opportunities: Marsh grass planting, marsh

and water quality monitoring, oyster shell recycling, trash
cleanup, wetlands permit review intern, office interns.

Newsletters/Publications: GBF Gazette, monthly.
Dues: Begin at $25; $15/Students and seniors.

Environmental Groups – Water
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Surfrider Foundation
P.O. Box 563
Liberty, TX 77575
Contact: Ellis Pickett  (713) 906-3940
E-Mail: EllisPickett@houston.rr.com
Net: www.surfrider.org/texas

Purpose: Surfrider’s Texas Chapter is part of a national
group with 50,000 members.  Beach access, water quality,
sustainable development and coastal stewardship are our
issues.

There is little oversight of Texas coastal development.
Two-thirds of the coast is eroding, at 2-10 feet per year (not
including acute storm events).  At this rate, it is possible for
an entire 150-foot deep lot to disappear into the Gulf of
Mexico before the mortgage is paid.  There needs to be
stricter coastal construction regulation, specifically, “con-
struction setbacks” to prevent construction too close to the
water.

Projects /Activities: 1) Blue Water Task Force – sam-
pling beach water for fecal contamination in Galveston and
Brazoria counties; 2) Respect the Beach – fundraising to
provide educational materials for schools, including  pre-
sentations, videos, and study guides to teach coastal sci-
ences; 3) Beach Cleanups  – adopting “mile 14” at Surfside
Beach in the Texas Adopt-A-Beach program.

Meetings: January - October, 3rd week of the month.
Date and time announced on our Web site.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers and interns
needed to establish databases, and perform coastal sur-
veys including scientific and recreational patterns.

Dues: $25/General; $15/Student.

Willow Waterhole
Greenspace Conservancy
P.O. Box 35676
Houston, TX 77235-5676
Contact: Howard Sacks (713) 479-2662
FAX: (713) 479-2670 – attn: H.Sacks
E-mail: hsack342@foxtv.com
Net: www.wwgc.org

Purpose: To assist the partnership of the Harris County
Flood Control District, the City of Houston Parks and
Recreation, and others in developing a major park in
Southwest Houston.  The park, with permanent lakes, will
be co-located with a large stormwater detention site ad-
joining Willow Waterhole Bayou, a tributary of Brays
Bayou, and part of a major flood risk reduction project.

Projects/Activities: Until construction proceeds further,
fundraising activities – annual “Fun Run” in April or May
on the site.  Later, adding amenities to the park.

Meetings: Usually April and November.  Officers elec-
tion in April.  Board of Directors meetings (open) as called.

Volunteer Opportunities: Contact Becky Edmondson,
Director of Volunteers, bedmondson@wwgc.org

Newsletters/Publications: Current information on Web
site; articles furnished to delegates’ organizations for their
newsletters.

Dues: Donations accepted but member organizations
asked to contribute.

WILDLIFE
East Texas Herpetological Society
P.O. Box 19054
Houston, TX 77224-9054
Contact: Gina Disteldorf (713) 329-9304
Net: www.ETHS.org

Purpose: The organization was started in March of 1989
to: 1) promote the conservation and care of reptiles and
amphibians; 2) provide an opportunity for camaraderie
through regular meetings; 3) promote an understanding of
reptiles and amphibians in the general public; 4) provide a
knowledge pool for those interested in the field.

The society is composed of individuals with varied
levels of interest and expertise, from pet keepers to profes-
sional herpetologists.

Projects/Activities: The ETHS provides donations and
grants to students and organizations that promote the
study of reptiles and amphibians.  The ETHS actively
supports the Houston Zoo, which is our sponsor.

Our main event is the Reptile Breeders Conference and
Expo, usually the 2nd weekend in September.  It includes
speakers from around the country and an Expo and sale of
captive-bred herps and related supplies and books.

Meetings: January, March, May, July, and November,
typically the 3rd Friday of that month, in Brown Education
Building of Houston Zoo.  Open to public.

Volunteer Opportunities: Assistance is needed at our
annual conference and to assist the Educational Commit-
tee in making presentations.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly, electronic.

Endangered Species
Media Project
1813 Missouri
Houston, TX 77006
Contact: Frank Salzhandler
(713) 520-1985
FAX: (713) 529-1183
E-Mail: esmp@neosoft.com
Net: www.vanishingwildlife.com

Purpose: Our purpose is to educate the public on pres-
ervation of wildlife and natural habitats that will, in turn,
provide human and community development with a
healthier and higher quality of life.  Educating youth and
general public about Buffalo Bayou is vital in making
people aware that petrochemicals in storm sewers and

Sponsored by the Houston Zoo
visit us at eths.org

Environmental Groups – Wildlife
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even pieces of litter thrown in parking lots can run into
areas like Buffalo Bayou and eventually Galveston Bay.

Projects/Activities: Some of our projects include stu-
dent conservation field trips, exhibits, lesson plans, and
student competitions.  Youth workers understand the im-
portance of hands-on outdoor activities, which introduce
opportunities to match students with real challenges.

ESMP’s dolphin expeditions bring inner-city and at-risk
youth to the marine environment on Texas A&M Galveston
research boats exploring habitat of the dolphins and other
sea and animal life in the Gulf Coast ecosystem.

ESMP’s art/science inter-disciplinary lesson plan pro-
vides schools with information on vanishing species.

ESMP provides the state’s first fully illustrated publica-
tion on local endangered species, Vanishing Wildlife of
Texas, to schools across the state.

Volunteer Opportunities: College interns receive credit.

Galveston Ornithological Society
Rt. 1 Box 185C
Galveston, TX  77554
Jim Stevenson (409) 737-4081
E-Mail: natrix@airmail.net
Net: www.galvestonbirders.org

Purpose: We have a dual purpose: conservation and
public environmental education.

Projects/Activities: We sponsor 4 local bird clubs, con-
duct field trips for environmental instruction, and publish
an environmental newspaper, Gulls n Herons.  We also
promote ecotourism on the Upper Texas Coast, plant fruit-
ing trees for migrating songbirds, remove invasive species,
and write newspaper articles for various papers.  We’ve
published 4 books on nature, and offer our services as
guest speakers to local groups.

Meetings: 2nd Monday of month.  Closed in summer.
Newsletters/Publications: One can get on our e-mail

list by contacting us.  Newspaper is online.
Dues: $20/year.

Gulf Coast Turtle and Tortoise Society
1227 Whitestone
Houston, TX 77073
Contact:  Julie Young (713) 443-3383
E-Mail: Info@GCTTS.org
Net: www.GCTTS.org

Purpose: The Gulf Coast Turtle and Tortoise Society
provides a turtle and tortoise rescue, rehabilitation, adop-
tion, and release program for injured and unwanted ani-
mals.  We also provide educational and outreach programs
about all aspects of turtle and tortoise care, natural history,
and conservation.

Meetings: See Web site for current information.  We
have joint programs with the Houston Arboretum’s Urban
Nature Series and have a membership picnic in the fall.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are needed in all
of our programs.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly electronic newslet-
ter, occasional e-mail notifications.

Dues: $15, $25, or $50/year per address.

TEXAS/HEART (Help Endangered
Animals-Ridley Turtles)
P.O. Box 681231
Houston, TX 77268-1231
Contact: Carole H. Allen (281) 444-6204
FAX: (281) 444-6204
E-Mail: Carole@seaturtles.org
Net: www.ridleyturtles.org

Purpose: Our goal is to educate the public about the
need for conservation of sea turtles in the Gulf of Mexico
with a special emphasis on vigilance and action to be taken
if a nesting sea turtle or hatchlings are seen on Texas
beaches.

Meetings: Monthly beach meetings are held during the
sea turtle nesting season.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are needed for
patrolling, data entry, Web site work and other tasks.  They
are also needed for events such as Sea Turtle Saturday in
Galveston, the Texas Parks and Wildlife EXPO in Austin;
Houston Zoo Educators Day, Earth Day, school presenta-
tions, etc.

Newsletters/Publications: Web site is updated fre-
quently giving local project days; times and information
are also available at www.savetexasseaturtles.org/

Dues: $10/Students & seniors; others $25 and up.

Texas Wildlife Rehabilitation
Coalition, Inc.
595 Wycliffe Dr.
Houston, TX  77079
Contact: Roslyn Even (713) 468-8972
FAX: (713) 468-8282
E-Mail: twrc-director@houston.rr.com
Net:  www.twrc-houston.org

Purpose: Our mission is to promote environmental
conservation through public education and rehabilitation
of native Texas wildlife.  Countless animals are injured or
orphaned each year due to habitat loss, collisions with
vehicles and man-made structures, pet attacks, and poi-
sonous agricultural chemicals.  Our shelter takes in or-
phaned, ill, and injured wildlife for rehabilitation and
release back into the wild.  TWRC has been in operation
since 1979, and admitted over 50,000 animals.

Projects/Activities: TWRC is the only wildlife rehabili-
tation organization in Houston that operates a wildlife
emergency room to which the public can bring ill, injured
and orphaned wildlife. Our speakers bureau reaches over
4,000 people each year.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers and individuals
are needed to learn how to become wildlife rehabilitators.
Our volunteers work in the shelter, assisting with admis-
sions, answering the hot-line, caring for our educational
animals, data entry, speakers bureau, and office work.  We
also need professionals who wish to volunteer their exper-
tise:  finance, public relations, Web support, fundraising,
etc.  Students can receive credit as interns.  We also hire
summer time help in the Baby Bird Room.

Newsletters/Publications: Quarterly newsletters.
Dues: $25/year.

Environmental Groups – Wildlife
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The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) is a
voluntary association of local governments in the 13-
county Gulf Coast Planning Region – an area of 12,500
square miles with over 5 million people.  H-GAC acts on
behalf of its member local governments to plan, coordi-
nate, leverage funding and share information on a variety
of regional issues, including protecting and enhancing the
region’s environmental resources.

H-GAC has designed its environmental programs to
provide the region’s residents with access to information,
as well as opportunities to become directly involved in
solutions to environmental problems.  Two of H-GAC’s
major environmental initiatives are in water quality and
solid waste management.

Clean Rivers Program

As a partner in the Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality’s (TCEQ) Clean Rivers program, H-GAC coordi-
nates local water quality monitoring efforts in region’s
major river basins.  This quality-assured data is available
to the public through H-GAC’s water quality Data Clear-
inghouse, which can be found on H-GAC’s Web site, at
www.h-gac.com/crp.  The results of numerous special
studies are also available in the Clean Rivers section of our
Web site, along with educational brochures providing
detailed descriptions of some of the region’s watersheds.

An important element of the Clean Rivers program at H-
GAC is Texas Watch—a volunteer water quality monitor-
ing program.  Volunteers, with support from various
sponsoring organizations, currently collect water quality
samples at 292 sites in Brazoria, Galveston, Harris and
Montgomery Counties.  Participants in Texas Watch re-

ceive training from H-GAC and can pursue certification at
various levels, depending on the scope of their monitoring
activities.  Partners provide organizational support and
funding for sampling kits.  For more information about
how to get involved with Texas Watch, visit:
www.hgac.com/texaswatch or contact, Gayla Stock by
email: gstock@h-gac.com.

Solid Waste Management

H-GAC has developed a long range regional plan to
responsibly manage municipal solid waste.  Major ele-
ments of this plan include “source reduction,” recycling,
combating illegal dumping and promoting the appropri-
ate disposal of potentially hazardous household wastes.

H-GAC also conducts outreach and education programs
to raise public awareness of about proper solid waste
management.  By visiting www.h-gac.com/sw, you can
download solid waste publications, including its popular
activity book for children and other educational brochures.

Additionally, H-GAC’s Solid Waste Program coordi-
nates the Rivers, Lakes, Bays ‘N Bayous Trash Bash®.  This
annual clean-up event helps raise awareness of our region’s
valuable water resources while removing tons of debris
from local waterways and shorelines, and is another great
way to become involved in enhancing our environment.

The Trash Bash® covers 11 sites in the San Jacinto River
watershed, spanning a distance of almost 100 miles – from
as far north as Lake Conroe to as far south as Virginia Point
near Galveston Island. Since 1994, over 48,000 volunteers
have picked up over 1,400 tons of garbage from these sites,
making this the largest clean up event of its kind in Texas.

The Trash Bash® received the Texas Environmental
Excellence Award in the civic/non-profit category in 2004.
For information on how to volunteer for Trash Bash® visit:
www.trashbash.org or contact Chuck Wemple, H-GAC
Trash Bash Coordinator by email: cwemple@h-gac.com.

More information can be found on all of H-GAC’s programs

Improving the Region’s Environment
through Public Involvement

Volunteers with Texas Watch water monitoring program

Volunteers cleaning Houston shores at the annual Trash Bash® event

3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 120
Houston, TX 77027
(713) 627-3200
www.h-gac.com

Houston-Galveston Area Council
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3201 Allen Parkway, Suite 200
Houston, TX 77019
713-529-6443
www.bayoupreservation.org

RAINWATER: IT’S YOURS-KEEP IT

The Bayou Preservation Association (BPA) has been
advocating for the health of our bayous for 40 years.
During this period we have had many successes, yet our
bayous are still under constant threat from erosive storm
events and contaminated storm water.

What can an individual do to contribute to improved
water quality and reduced erosion?  Plenty!  The BPA
received a grant from the Galveston Bay Estuary Program
(GBEP) in 2004 to reduce the amount of floatables that
reach our bayous.  Plastic bags, styrofoam cups and plastic
bottles are being washed from parking lots and streets
during rainfall events.  This litter goes down the storm
drain, into the bayou and out to Galveston Bay.

If we can reduce the number of plastic bags leaving retail
establishments, we can reduce the amount of trash getting
to our bayous.  Please take your own bags to the grocery
store and refuse plastic bags unless you absolutely can’t
carry out your items on your own.  Most goods are pack-
aged anyway - we don’t need to double package.

You can also improve water quality by making choices
on your own property.

• Refrain from fertilizing your lawn or using herbicides on
your garden.  Rainwater washes these products into our
bayous where they can cause fish kills and algae growth.

• Never put anything down the storm drain but storm
water!  You might not know this, but there is a City
ordinance that prohibits the disposal of anything in the
storm drain but storm water.

• Be a good neighbor – adopt your storm drain.  Pick up
trash everyday on your block that can wash into the drain.

• Set a good example and pick up after your dog.  Bacteria
in our bayous exceed state standards.  The source of this
high contamination includes pet and wildlife waste.  You
can make a difference.

• Construct a pond in your yard.  This pond will hold
rainwater and allow it to slowly seep into the ground
instead of running off into our bayous.  Proper construc-
tion, correct plant selection and mosquito fish will elimi-
nate any mosquito concerns.  These ponds will attract birds
into your yard.

Soil erosion along the banks of Buffalo Bayou

Floatable trash in Buffalo Bayou

Mighty Tidy picking up trash in Buffalo Bayou
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• Plant native species in your yard.  If you live along a
bayou, these plants help stabilize the banks and minimize
erosion.  Even if you don't live along a bayou, these plants
provide habitat for birds and reduce landscape watering.

The BPA has produced a book, The Bayou Planting Guide,
which illustrates which native plants do well in our area.
Call the office to see how you can obtain one.

To get involved, call our office at (713) 529-6443.
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