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This section on Central Texas 
environmental groups is meant 
as a compass rose to help 
individuals map out their 
direction for a better world.  
These organizations can 

provide education on health 
and safety, create a social network 

of like-minded and supportive friends, and build 
alliances in campaigns to press for political 
action and change. 

Austin Sierra Club
P.O. Box 4581
Austin, TX 78765-4581
Bruce Melton (512) 799-7998
E-mail: bmelton@earthlink.net
Net: austinsierraclub.org

Purpose: The Austin Sierra Club is the local arm of one of 
America’s oldest and largest environmental organizations.  
Our mission is to explore, enjoy and protect the wild places 
of the earth; to practice and promote the responsible use of 
the earth’s ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist 
humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural 
and human environment; and to use all lawful means to 
carry out these objectives.

The Austin Group of the Sierra Club is well known for 
immensely popular group outings to enjoy wild places, and 
for local environmental activism. Our current campaigns 
are for surface water, the Edwards Aquifer, energy, public 
transportation, and air quality, as well as anti-sprawl efforts. 

We hope to convince citizens and public officials to sup-
port land-use planning policies that will protect Central 
Texas from harmful effects of urban sprawl.  These include 
traffic congestion, long commutes, deteriorating air and 
water quality, higher taxes, and loss of greenspace.

Projects/Activities: Hiking, campouts, cycling, envi-
ronmental conservation/service projects, social activities.

Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at Scholz 
Garten, 1607 San Jacinto in downtown Austin, except for 
Annual Picnic on 2nd Tuesday of May at Zilker Rock Gar-
den (details on Web site). Every month we have a unique 
presentation. 

Volunteer Opportunities: There are active committees 
for everyone’s interests, fun, or service: Outings, Conser-
vation, Environmental Education, Singles, Fundraising, 
Membership.

Newsletters/Publications: Austin Sierran membership 
e-newsletter; monthly Lone Star Chapter newsletter; quar-
terly National Sierra Club magazine.

Dues: $39/year; $15/First Time; $24 Students; limited 
income & seniors. 

Environmental Defense Fund
Austin Office
301 Congress Avenue, Suite 1300
Austin, TX  78701
Mercy Kalu-James (512) 478-5161
E-mail: mkalu@edf.org
Net: edf.org
Facebook: facebook.com/EnvDefenseFund

Purpose: Environmental Defense Fund is a leading 
international nonprofit organization representing more 
than two million members that creates transformational 
solutions to the most serious environmental problems.  
EDF links science, economics, law, and innovative private-
sector partnerships.

Environmental Defense Fund’s mission is to preserve 
the natural systems on which all life depends. Guided by 
science and economics, we find practical and lasting solu-
tions to the most serious environmental problems.

We help Texans use cleaner energy, breathe cleaner air, 
combat global warming, protect endangered wildlife, and 
work to restore healthy fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Newsletters/Publications: Solutions, quarterly.

Travis Audubon Society
3710 Cedar Street, Box 5
Austin, TX 78705
Joan Marshall (512) 300-2473
E-Mail: joan@travisaudubon.org
Net: travisaudubon.org

Purpose: Travis Audubon Society has hundreds of 
walks, classes, and programs annually.  We also protect 
native habitat for birds and other wildlife.  In 1952, our 
founders recognized the vital connection between conserv-
ing wildlife habitat and the ecological balance necessary 
for healthy and sustainable communities.  Members enjoy 
many benefits and privileges, including exclusive access to 
our three sanctuaries, and discounts on exciting programs 
and classes.  Join us, get involved, and find inspiration in 
nature.  Our members also enjoy access to 10+ miles of 
trails on our 715-acre Baker Sanctuary. 

Projects/Activities: Travis Audubon provides opportuni-
ties for group birdwatching activities, public environmental 
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Environmental Groups - Building

awareness education, and informed environmental action.  
We maintain an alert system at our Web site with informa-
tion about rare bird sightings, field trips, and meetings.

Meetings: Monthly meetings, open to public, are on the 
3rd Thursday of each month (except June through August, 
and December) at 7 PM.  Consult Web site for location.

Volunteer Opportunities: Travis Audubon offers a va-
riety of volunteer experiences. These include promoting 
education through group presentations, maintaining our 
sanctuaries, and assisting in counting of Austin-area birds.

Newsletters/Publications: Online Signal Smoke blog 
and Annual Report. 

Dues: $35-$500/year.

BUILDING/DESIGN
About 39% of U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions in 2013 came from energy consump-
tion in buildings.  About 21% of U.S. solid 

waste in 2014 came from construction 
and demolition of buildings.  Toxins embedded in 
many building products compromise indoor air 
quality.  Austin created the first green building 
program in the world to comprehensively encour-
age resource conservation and better health.  It 
was widely supported by local environmentalists 
and Central Texas builders. 

Center for Maximum
Potential Building Systems
8604 FM 969
Austin, TX 78724
Gail Vittori (512) 928-4786
E-mail: center@cmpbs.org
Net: cmpbs.org

Purpose: The Center, established 
in 1975, is a non-profit education, research and demonstra-
tion organization.  Our mission is to enhance community 
resilience, health and economic vitality by integrating air, 
water, food, energy, and material balanced systems through 
protocols, prototypes and policies.

Projects/Activities: Current initiatives include: inno-
vations and inventions addressing integrated water and 
energy systems, community-scale, low-carbon and healthy 
building systems and materials; ecoBalance planning and 
design; advancing policies to promote transparency, dis-
closure, and reporting for construction materials.

We are the fiscal sponsor of the Austin Green Awards 
(twitter.com/atxgreenawards) and Biomimicry Texas 
(facebook.com/BiomimicryTX).

The Center’s free monthly Open House/tour is held on 
the 1st Friday of the month. Call to confirm dates and times.

Volunteer and Intern Opportunities: Architecture, 
planning, construction, research, landscaping, social media, 
office assistance.  The Center offers a limited number of 
full-time internships.

Newsletters/Publications: Office brochure, publication 
list, research briefs available on request and on Web site.

Design~Build~Live            
Lauren Rochell (512) 786-5123
E-mail: lauren.rochell@gmail.com
Net: designbuildlive.org
Facebook: facebook.com/dblatx

Purpose: Design~Build~Live (DBL), evolved from the 
Sustainable Building Coalition, which formed in 1992 as a 
result of the creation of Austin’s Green Building Program.  
DBL exists to share, practice, promote, and nurture natu-
ral building and sustainable living.  We serve as a vehicle 
for discovery, learning and integration of sustainable and 
regenerative life practices based on natural, organic, lo-
cal/regional materials, and methods.  Permaculture and 
related holistic practices that incorporate human equity 
and respect are integral to our work.  

Projects/Activities: We offer educational opportunities 
for do-it-yourselfers and for building professionals includ-
ing our monthly expert presentations which are open to 
the public at no charge (donations gratefully accepted) 
and hands-on workshops that incorporate real-life skills 
in a positive, productive atmosphere.  Additional offerings 
include an informative e-newsletter, site visits, classes, and 
special events often in collaboration with like-minded orga-
nizations.  DBL welcomes volunteers and donor partners.  
Visit our Web site and get involved.

Meetings: We have a monthly presentation and meet-
ing the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7 PM at various 
locations.  See our Web site or Facebook page for details.

U.S. Green Building Council
Central Texas Region 
P.O. Box 157
Austin, TX 78767
Kay McManus (512) 470-9923
E-mail: ed@usgbc-centraltexas.org
Net: usgbc-centraltexas.org

Purpose: The Central Texas Regional Council is the local 
voice of the U.S. Green Building Council, a national non-
profit organization working to promote the use of green 
building and sustainable land development practices.  The 
Region represents 34 counties and promotes the adoption 
of LEED® building standards by producing programs and 
educational events, as well as serving as a key informational 
resource for local, regional, and state government.

Projects/Activities: We offer regular lunch n’learns, green 
building tours, and other programs throughout the year.  
We have strong alliances with related businesses and pro-
fessional organizations in Central Texas and advocate with 
industry and governmental bodies on an ongoing basis.

Meetings: Regular regional meetings; building tours/
mixers; lectures; symposiums; special events.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteer committees include: 
Communications; Education and Events; Advocacy; De-
velopment; Green Schools; Emerging Professionals; and 
Membership. Internships are also available year round.

Newsletters/Publications: Regular newsletter; e-blasts 
promoting upcoming educational programs; special events.

Dues: Two different types: For organizations, member-
ship of USGBC National (www.usgbc.org); for individuals, 
membership of the Texas Chapter, which includes partici-
pation at the regional level (www.usgbc-centraltexas.org).
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EDUCATION
Austin Youth River Watch
10611 Platt Lane
Austin, TX 78725
Melinda Chow (512) 708-9115
E-Mail: riverwatcher@riverwatchers.org
Net:  riverwatchers.org
Facebook: facebook.com/AustinYouthRiverWatch

Purpose: Austin Youth River Watch serves the citizens 
of Austin by monitoring the quality of 27 sites along Austin 
area creeks, streams, and rivers, and by performing stream 
improvement projects throughout the area.  We are em-
powering primarily underserved youth in our community 
through our hands-on environmental science program.

Projects/Activities: Austin Youth River Watch works 
with approximately 120 students at 10 Title 1 high schools 
each year in our program.  In partnership with the City 
of Austin’s Watershed Protection Department, Parks and 
Recreation Department, and the Austin Water Utility, we 
engage underserved youth in real-world projects that fa-
cilitate learning about science and our community.

Meetings:  Board meets monthly.
Volunteer Opportunities: Stream improvement service 

projects, ongoing program involvement, event assistance, 
and special-program involvement. Inquire via our Web 
site: riverwatchers.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer.

Newsletters/Publications: Sign up for news about us 
at this link:  http://bit.ly/2bSWCm4

Camp Fire
P.O. Box 303040
Austin, TX 78703
Barbara Dunnam (512) 349-2111
FAX: (512) 220-2360
E-mail: BDunnam@camp-fire.org
Net: camp-fire.org
Facebook: facebook.com/CampFireCentralTexas

Purpose: Camp Fire works to build caring, confident 
and responsible youth through active learning, outdoor 
experiences, and service to the community.  Programs 
such as traditional and outdoor family nature programs, 
after-school programs, community service-learning activi-
ties, and weekend outdoor adventure programs provide 
kids and adults with an opportunity to develop a deeper 
knowledge of STEM concepts, as well as appreciation and 
understanding of the environment.  Over 2,400 youth and 
their families spread over Central Texas benefited from 
Camp Fire’s award-winning programming in 2016.

Projects/Activities: “Promise to Children Award Lun-
cheon” (annual); “Absolutely Incredible Kids Day.”

Meetings: Traditional Clubs are volunteer led and meet 
on a regular basis.  After school programs meet throughout 
CentralTexas and are led by trained program professionals 
with a passion for the natural world. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Administrative and program 
support. Student interns receive credit. 

Newletters/Publications: Smoke Signal, bi-monthly; E-
Spark electronic newsletter, quarterly.  

Dues: Fees do apply.  All programs include opportuni-

ties for scholarships.  Many programs are funded through 
philanthropic support. 

EcoRise Youth Innovations
4900 Gonzales Street
Austin, TX 78702
Gina LaMotte (512) 651-3563
E-mail: info@ecorise.org
Net: ecorise.org
Facebook: facebook.com/EcoRiseYouth

Purpose: EcoRise Youth Innovations inspires a new 
generation of leaders to design a sustainable future for 
all.  Our school-based program empowers youth to tackle 
real-world challenges in their schools and communities 
by teaching sustainability, design innovation, and social 
entrepreneurship. 

Projects/Activities: In our program, K-12 students in 
public, private and charter schools across Texas and be-
yond learn eco-literacy and design skills to green their own 
school or invent solutions for sustainability.  We emphasize 
the 21st century skills and technology literacy needed to 
be successful in college and the workforce.  EcoRise also 
provides project funding, professional development for 
teachers, and green design professional contacts to act as 
classroom mentors – offering exposure and experience in 
promising career options in the fields of design and sus-
tainable technology. 

We sponsor an annual “Citywide Eco-Audit Showcase” 
at Austin City Hall in May.

Volunteer Opportunities: We rely on volunteer archi-
tects, green builders, scientists, and green business leaders 
to inspire and direct our students at special points in our 
program.  Volunteers serve as judges for our student com-
petition.  We also welcome those who’d like to help dig, 
build, construct, paint, and more for school-based projects.

CO2 and Temperature Increases
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sions from fossil fuels in parts per miilion (PPM).
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Texas Conservation Corps
1901 E. Ben White Blvd.
Austin, TX 78741
Jody Karr: (512) 983-9946
FAX:  (512) 692-0769
E-mail:  jkarr@americanyouthworks.org
Net:  americanyouthworks.org

Purpose: The Texas Conservation Corps (TxCC) is a green 
jobs training and service program at American YouthWorks 
that allows youth and young adults (ages 15-28) to build 
and restore the natural environment through habitat res-
toration, forestry, disaster response, and parks and trails 
projects throughout the state of Texas and adjacent states.  
As an AmeriCorps program, TxCC integrates young adults 
from throughout the nation with local youth in a crew-based 
environment to foster a transformative learning experience 
for all participants.  AmeriCorps members in this program 
complete environmental service projects and learn conser-
vation job skills while receiving a living allowance, college 
scholarship award, and loan forbearance.

Projects/Activities: Conservation, Habitat Restoration, 
Park Improvement, Trail Building, Environmental Educa-
tion, Disaster Response, Community Building.

Crew orientations generally occur each January and June 
and terms last for 6-month or 11-month sessions.

ENERGY
Austin Energy residential customers 
have the lowest per capita consumption 
of any large electric utility in the Texas 

ERCOT electric system, greatly lowering 
their carbon footprint.  This is largely due to its 
energy efficiency programs, which have enjoyed 
widespread, long-term grassroots support. 

350 Austin
4117 Berkman Drive
Austin, TX 78723
Bobbie Tsukahara (512) 291-4338
E-Mail: info@350-austin.org
Net: 350-austin.org
Facebook: 350 Austin 

Purpose: 350 Austin is the local affiliate of 350.org, a 
grassroots, global climate movement.  Our purpose is 
summed up in our tagline: “acting locally in the global cli-
mate movement.”  Over-arching goals are: (1) keep carbon 
in the ground; (2) help build a new, more equitable low-
carbon economy; (3) pressure governments into reducing 
emissions.  The fundamental principles interwoven into 
our goals and projects are Climate Justice, Collaboration, 
and Mass Mobilization.

Projects/Activities: 1) Two divestment campaigns 
(individuals; institutions), (350-austin.org/divest); 2) A 
variety of activities targeting the Keystone XL Pipeline; 3) 
Developing and solidifying relationships with east Austin 
organizations as part of climate justice.

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday at Scholz Garten (1607 San 
Jacinto). Check Web site or Facebook for changes. Dates/
times for team meetings vary.  Call or e-mail for details.

Volunteer Opportunities: Social media; Web site de-
velopment; data analysis; graphics design; monitoring 
government and regulatory agencies; event planning; 
building relationships with collaborators; and outreach. 

Climate Buddies
4002 Edgerock Drive 
Austin, TX 78731
Greg Choban (512) 297-3615
E-Mail: greg.choban@climatebuddies.org
Net: climatebuddies.org
Facebook:  facebook.com/climatebuddiesaustin

Purpose: Climate Buddies is a volunteer organization 
that promotes dramatic reductions at the grassroots level 
in both atmospheric greenhouse gases and reliance on 
fossil fuels, while promoting rapidly increased reliance 
on renewable energy.  We educate and empower people to 
include climate change considerations into every decision 
they make.  We focus on live interaction with groups of 
people including spiritual, public and academia.

Projects/Activities: Our Faith and Energy Action Team 
(FEAT) assists Austin religious congregations of all faiths 
to become carbon neutral.  FEAT conducts carbon audits of 
facilities and congregational activities and provides guid-
ance for reducing carbon and saving money on utility costs. 
We also educate many different groups within Austin on 
ways and means of becoming carbon neutral.

Volunteer Opportunities: Programs to reduce green-
house gases and increase the use of renewable energy.

Newsletters/Publications: See Web site and Facebook.

Public Citizen
309 E 11th Street, Suite 2
Austin, TX 78701
Carol Geiger (512) 477-1155
E-Mail: cgeiger@citizen.org
Net: texasvox.org
Facebook: facebook.com/publiccitizentx

Purpose: Public Citizen Texas is an office of progressive 
advocates who research and recommend policy that will 
lower electric bills, increase clean and renewable sources 
of energy, and combat greenhouse gas emissions which 
are responsible for global climate change.  We have profes-
sionals working to encourage city and state incentives for 
energy efficiency (the only negative-cost energy source), to 
create incentives and mandates for more renewable energy, 
and to stop newly proposed coal and nuclear plants which 
pose major health and environmental risks and are likely 
to cost consumers more than cleaner greener alternatives.

Networking for professionals interested in renewable 
energy and clean technology. To join our educational 

forums, or to be added to our e-mail list, visit: 

http://cleantx.org
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Promoting the wise use of 
sustainable and non-polluting resources

Environmental Groups - Energy

Volunteer Opportunities: Public Citizen runs an intern-
ship program year round.

Dues: $20; pay online at citizen.org Support 
UsBecome a Member.

Solar Austin
309 E 11th Street, Suite 2
Austin, TX 78701
Kaiba White
E-Mail: info@solaraustin.org
Net: solaraustin.org
Facebook: facebook.com/solaraustin 

Purpose: Solar Austin works to accelerate the transi-
tion to clean renewable energy in Central Texas to build a 
healthy community and a strong local economy.

Projects/Activities: We advocate for renewable energy 
and energy efficiency.  Solar Austin was instrumental in 
getting aggressive solar programs and goals into Austin 
Energy’s Strategic Plan and continues to be a bridge between 
citizens, the solar industry, community non-profits, Austin 
Energy, Austin’s City Council, and the City’s Electric Util-
ity and Resource Management Commissions to help craft 
a future that works for everyone. 

Meetings: Solar Austin Happy Hour is the 4th Tuesday 
of most months from 5:30 to 8:00 PM at Scholz Garten.  
Happy hour starts with networking and speakers address 
topics that relate to solar and other clean energy solutions, 
including policies, programs, technologies, and the energy 
market.

Volunteer Opportunities: Various advocacy campaigns, 
happy hours, and other events.

Newsletters/Publications: The Solar Austin Listserv: 
e-mail solar.austin.info@gmail.com to be added.

Dues: Contributions welcomed - Solar Austin relies on 
your donations to run successful advocacy campaigns.

Texas Solar Energy Society
P.O. Box 1447
Austin, TX 78767-1447
Lucy Stolzenburg (512) 751-1873
E-Mail: info@txses.org
Net: txses.org

Purpose: TXSES is a non-profit committed to advocating 
for the adoption of solar energy on homes and businesses.  
We have chapters in Austin, North Texas, San Antonio, and 
Houston whose members meet on a regular basis to further 
the goal of a renewable energy future.

Projects/Activities: In June we partner with Austin 
Energy Green Building for the “Austin Cool House Tour.”  
This nationally recognized event showcases the best in 
sustainable residential design and construction.  There is 
plenty of solar on the tour, but we emphasize the importance 
of creating structures that use less energy.  The designers, 
building professionals, and staff from Austin Energy Green 
Building are on hand at each project to answer questions.

In October, TXSES partners with Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative to produce the “Hill Country Solar Tour,” and 
in 2016 TXSES and Bluebonnet Electric Coop collaborated 
on their first solar tour. 

Meetings: TXSES hosts its annual meeting in January.  
Chapters throughout the state meet monthly or quarterly.

Volunteer Opportunities:  We need volunteers for the 
Austin Cool House Tour in June. You need not be a solar/
energy efficiency expert, just have a ready smile.

Newsletters/Publications: The Solar Reflector, 4 times/
year.  Sign up for our mailing list at www.txses.org

Dues: $25-100/Individual; $150-$1,000/Business.

Top 10 Annual Global Temperature Anomalies
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Since weather data collection began in 1880, the 4 years with 
the highest temperature took place on or after 2010.  Of the 
10 hottest years, all but one took place after 2002.

Austin’s maximum summer temperature exceeded 100 degrees 
F an average of 13 days per year between 1970 and 2010.  By 
2100, this could peak as high as 80 days.  Twenty of these 80 
days could exceed 110 degrees F, even though just one such 
day per year in Austin is exceedingly rare today.

Data: National Climate Data Center Time-Plot Series
Hayhoe, Katherine, ATMOS Research & Consulting, Climate Change 
Projections for the City of Austin, DRAFT REPORT, April 2014.

524 North Lamar, #101 • Austin TX 78703
(512) 320-0449

www.wildflowerorganics.com
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

PODER (People Organized in 
Defense of Earth and Her 
Resources)
P.O. Box 6237
Austin, TX 78762
Susana Almanza (512) 401-3311
E-mail: poder.austin@gmail.com
Net:  poder-texas.org

Purpose: To promote community empowerment and 
community involvement (recruitment), PODER has 
undertaken programs, projects, annual celebrations and 
workshops and/or trainings.  These include the following: 

1) “Transportation & Quality of Life,” which advances 
the understanding & involvement of transportation plan-
ning & the decision-making process. 

2) “Land Use & Community Health Action” (LUCHA), 
which addresses environmental, economic, health & cul-
tural impacts of land use and community development. 

3) “Nahui-Ollin Healthy Communities Project” works 
with parents & youth to address air, energy, water quality, 
land use, and impacts of chemicals. 

4) Protection of our natural resources through the Roy 
Guerrero Colorado River Park, Oak Springs Preserve, & 
Montopolis Greenbelt Sacred Trail projects. 

5) “The Young Scholars for Justice Leadership Develop-
ment Program,” integrating youth and young adults into 
all of PODER’s work. 

6) Annual celebrations, which include Festival de las 
Plantas, Cesar E. Chavez March, International Women’s 
Month, and Earth Day.

Meetings: Call for information.

FOOD

Between 10 and 32% of all human-related 
greenhouse emissions are tied to food 
production.  Even more is associated with 

food preparation and storage.  People can 
change their diets, assist in local food production, 
and educate the public.  Eat to save the planet.

Austin Organic Gardeners
Forrest Arnold (512) 496-6443
E-Mail: forrestarnold@mac.com
Net: austinorganicgardeners.org

Purpose: To preserve and share knowl-
edge and methods for growing beautiful, 
healthy landscapes, and nutritious food plants.  The group 
provides information on organic home, lawn, and garden 
maintenance.

Projects/Activities: Monthly meetings, with guest 
speakers; exchange of gardening experiences and plants.

Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month, 6:30–9 PM, Zilker 
Garden Center, Austin.  (No meeting December.)

Volunteer Opportunities: Staff organic gardening 
information booths at Zilker Garden Festival, the annual 

Environmental Groups - Food

organic vegetable and herb transplant sale, and selected 
other community events.  Opportunities to serve on the 
club board are also available.

Dues: $10/year.

Austin Vegan & 
Vegetarian Association
P.O. Box 49333
Austin, TX 78765
Brendan Good (888) 884-2923
E-Mail: contact@atxveg.org
Net: ATXveg.org
Facebook: facebook.com/vegaustintx

Purpose: The four goals of our association are: 1) to foster 
social contact for area vegans and vegetarians; 2) to support 
vegan/veg-friendly eating establishments and businesses/
organizations; 3) social activism for vegetarianism, includ-
ing animal rights, human health, world hunger, and the 
environment; and 4) to educate and inform people about 
the benefits of a plant-based diet, for their own health, for 
animals of course, and for the environment.

Projects/Activities: We table at events like Texas VegFest 
and the Earth Day Austin celebration.

We hold a Gathering in the Park potluck picnic for the 
entire vegan community of Austin, one in the spring and 
one in the fall.

Meetings: 1st and 2nd Saturdays (potluck gatherings). 
Other gatherings on a non-regular schedule. Check Web 
site for event dates and locations.

Volunteer Opportunities: Contact us at our e-mail 
address.

Dues: $25/year individuals; $40/year households.

Green Corn Project
P.O. Box 49468
Austin, TX 78765
Renee Studebaker (512) 769-6957
E-Mail: greencornproject@usa.net
Net: greencornproject.org

Purpose: Healthy eating can be an ongoing challenge 
for people who have limited income, health conditions, or 
physical limitations due to aging or disability.  Green Corn 
Project (GCP) feeds Austin –  one garden at a time.  GCP 
builds organic food gardens for individuals and families 
across Central Texas, as well as schools and community 
centers.  Our vision is that Central Texans have nutritious, 
affordable food grown in ways that conserve natural re-
sources, promote self-reliance, and strengthen communities.

Projects/Activities: Spring and Fall Dig-Ins (garden 
building), seed starting workshops and Dig-in Leader 
Training; “Cook Globally, Grow Locally” Fall Festival at 
Boggy Creek Farm.

Volunteer Opportunities: Dig-in volunteers: No expe-
rience necessary.  During Dig-In events held each spring 
and fall, volunteers work with a trained Dig-In Leader and 
garden recipients to build gardens. 

Dig-In Leaders: GCP provides free training for volunteers 
wanting to learn more about biointensive gardening and 
lead garden installations.

Committee Positions: Serve on one of the GCP com-
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mittees like PR, volunteer coordinator, or our fall festival.
Newsletters/Publications: Quarterly.

Sustainable Food Center
2921 E. 17th Street, Building C
Austin, TX 78702
Ronda Rutledge (512) 236-0074
E-mail: info@sustainablefoodcenter.org
Net: sustainablefoodcenter.org
Facebook: facebook.com/SustainableFoodCenter

Purpose: Sustainable Food Center cultivates a healthy 
community by strengthening the local food system and 
improving access to nutritious, affordable food.

Projects/Activities: Sustainable Food Center is involved 
in every step of our local food system. SFC envisions a 
food-secure community where all children and adults grow, 
share, and prepare healthy, local food. SFC programs fall 
under 3 main categories: Grow, Share and Prepare.

1) Grow – SFC’s “Grow Local” program empowers 
children and adults to grow their own food by offering 
the education and resources they need to start and sustain 
gardens at schools, homes, and areas accessible to neigh-
borhood residents.

2) Share – SFC’s “Farm Direct” program connects local 
growers with schools, urban residents and worksites in 
demand of fresh produce through projects such as farm-
to-cafeteria, farm-to-school, and farm-to-work.  SFC hosts 
weekly farmers’ markets with more local farmers than 
anywhere else in Austin.  Our farmer’s markets include: 
SFC Farmers’ Market Downtown, SFC Farmers’ Market at 
Sunset Valley, and SFC Farmers’ Market at The Triangle.

3) Prepare – SFC’s “The Happy Kitchen/La Cocina 
Alegre®” program is a nationally recognized cooking and 
nutrition education program that nurtures skills in food 
selection and preparation.

Volunteer Opportunities: Hands-on gardening and com-
munity projects, assistance with Farmers’ Market demos 
and events, office work and English to Spanish translation.  
Limited number of college internships available.

Newsletters/Publications: Weekly SFC e-newsletter.  
Sign up at: food.convio.net/site/PageNavigator/EN-
ews_Archive.html
 
Texas Organic Farmers and 
Gardeners Association (TOFGA)
P.O. Box 48
Elgin, TX 78621
Contact (512) 656-2456
E-mail: info@tofga.org
Net: tofga.org

Purpose: TOFGA is a statewide non-profit educational 
and support organization for producers, manufacturers, 
consumers and organic supporters. 

Projects/Activities: Workshops, talks, and farm tours, 
as well as an annual winter conference providing organic 
producers (large and small) education on production, 
marketing, alternative crops, and production methods.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are the backbone 
of this organization.  They staff booths, help organize and 
facilitate workshops and conferences, give local talks, help 
develop publications, and assist with fundraising.

Newsletters/Publications: TOFGA TODAY (quarterly, 
available to members) provides information on events, ac-
tivities, products, services, and general news about TOFGA 
happenings and the organic farming  industry.  

Dues: $35/Individual; $150/Business; $250/Commu-
nity; $500/Star.

FUNDRAISING
EarthShare of Texas
P.O. Box 1911
Austin, TX 78767
Emma Cravey (512) 472-5518  
FAX: (512) 472-4930
E-mail: estx@earthshare-texas.org
Net: earthshare-texas.org

Purpose: An umbrella fundraising organization that 
raises money for environmental and conservation organi-
zations that protect public health and our air, land, water 
and wildlife.  EarthShare of Texas represents more than 
70 local, state, national, and international environmental 
organizations in payroll contribution plans and other cor-
porate partnerships across Texas.  Contact us to learn how 
you can help start a giving program in your workplace. 

Partial List of Groups: Audubon Foundation of Texas, 
Austin Parks Foundation, BikeTexas Education Fund, 
Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems, Colorado 
River Alliance, Clean Water Fund of Texas, Ecology Action 
of Texas, Hill Country Conservancy, National Wildlife Fed-
eration, The Nature Conservancy, Public Citizen of Texas, 
Save Barton Creek Association, Sierra Club Foundation, 
State of Texas Alliance for Recycling, Sustainable Food 
Center, Texas Solar Energy Society, TreeFolks, Wildflower 
Donor, Inc.

Volunteer Opportunities:  Office assistance.

GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING
Clean Water Action
600 West 28th Street, Suite 202
Austin, TX 78705
David Foster (512) 474-2046
E-mail: dfoster@cleanwater.org
Net: cleanwateraction.org
Facebook: facebook.com/CleanWaterActionTexas

Purpose: Clean Water Action is a national organization of 
diverse people and groups working together for clean, safe, 
and affordable water, the prevention of health-threatening 
pollution at its source, creation of environmentally safe 
jobs and businesses, and empowerment of people to make 
democracy work.

We also work to elect pro-environment candidates at 
all levels of government and pass ballot initiatives that 
promote a more sustainable future.

Projects/Activities: At the national level, Clean Water 
Action is working to restore full protections to waterways 
under the Clean Water Act and enact strong climate protec-
tion legislation.  In Texas, we are working to strengthen and 
enforce environmental laws, promote water conservation, 
curtail our dependence on polluting fossil fuels, and increase 
investments in energy efficiency and wind and solar power.
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Clean Water Fund, a 501(c)3 whose programs comple-
ment those of Clean Water Action, holds an annual “Spring 
for Water” celebration with silent auction each April or May. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Work on elections, participate 
at public hearings, and assist with office projects.  Paid 
and unpaid internships, with college credit, are available.

Newsletters: Clean Water Currents newsletter, state and 
national versions.

Dues: Various membership levels. 

Environment Texas 
815 Brazos, Suite 600
Austin, TX 78701
Luke Metzger (512) 479-0388
E-mail: luke@environmenttexas.org
Net: environmenttexas.org
Facebook: facebook.com/environmenttexas

Purpose: We all want clean air, clean water, and open 
spaces.  But it takes independent research and tough-
minded advocacy to win concrete results, especially when 
powerful interests stand in the way of progress.  That’s the 
idea behind Environment Texas.  We focus exclusively on 
protecting Texas’ air, water, and open spaces.  We take ac-
tion at the local, state, and national levels.

Projects/Activities: Environment Texas is working to 
protect Texas natural areas from development, to improve 
enforcement of our clean air laws, and to bring more wind 
and solar energy to Texas.

Volunteer Opportunities: Students can receive credit 
and small stipends as interns.  

Newsletters/Publications: Environment Texas Report, 
sent to members 3 times a year.

Dues: $25/year ($15 for first-time members).
Meetings:  Meets irregularly; announced via newsletter. 

Texas Campaign for 
the Environment
105 W. Riverside Dr., #120
Austin, TX 78704
Andrew Dobbs (512) 326-5655
E-Mail: Dobbs@TexasEnvironment.org
Net: TexasEnvironment.org
Facebook: facebook.com/texasenvironment

Purpose: TCE works to empower Texans to fight pollu-
tion through sustained grassroots organizing campaigns 
that shift corporate and governmental policy.  Our grass-
roots organizers speak to hundreds of thousands of Texans 
every year and help us move closer to our ultimate vision: 
a Texas Free From Pollution.

Projects/Activities: TCE has a full-time, year-round, 
door-to-door canvass that is always hiring, and they help 
us organize our campaigns. Our main focus in recent 
years has been Zero Waste, including Austin’s curbside 
composting program.  We also work on extended producer 
responsibility and dealing with toxic household products. 

Each September we host a fashion show fundraiser called 
the “Trash Makeover Challenge” featuring original looks 
made from recycled materials.

Volunteer Opportunities: We welcome student interns 
and are always eager for skilled volunteers that can help us 

in creative ways as we pressure policy-makers into doing 
right by our environment.

Newsletters/Publications: Annual newsletter; articles 
on our Web site; regularly updated Facebook.

Dues: $15+ annually.

HEALTH
Health effects from global warming in-
clude heat stroke, creation of more ozone 
in the atmosphere (which can aggravate 

respiratory illness and heat disease), more 
allergenic pollen in the air, and more toxic forms 
of poison ivy.

Texas Physicians for Social 
Responsibility
P.O. Box 26663
Austin, TX 78755
Yaira Robinson (512) 658-7755 
E-Mail: txpsrdirector@gmail.com
Net: texaspsr.org

Purpose: Texas Physicians for Social Responsibility is 
an environmental advocacy group committed to a safe 
environment and a healthier Texas.  The group consists 
of physicians, nurses, and concerned citizens. We are the 
regional affiliate of the national group Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, the largest physician-led organization in 
the U.S.  Our primary concern is eliminating underlying 
environmental factors that cause sickness and disease.  We 
feel that health-care professionals can no longer simply 
treat symptoms, but must prevent what we cannot cure.

Texas PSR pursues positive change through education 
and advocacy efforts.  Texas PSR has been effective in 
providing expertise in support of environmental initiatives 
through community outreach, lectures and special events, 
editorials, and government agency testimony.

Projects/Activities: Our current focus areas are clean 
air/climate change, healthy food in healthcare, and toxics 
in our environment. 

Meetings: See Web site.
Volunteer Opportunities: We welcome volunteers.

Texans for Environmental Health
(512) 444-5162 • www.txeh.org
Offering support and information to 

those with chemical sensitivities. 

• Tai Chi Chuan 
 Chi Gong, 24 Postures, Push Hands
• Tibetan Sang Wa 
 Kriyabandh Tendon Yoga, Nei Kung
• Lessons and small classes. No contracts

Zenoctave Studio
Seth Davis, MM            

East Central
512 825-1585

zenoctave@aol.com
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Environmental Health League of Central Texas
P.O. Box 1207
Wimberley, TX 78676
Robbie E. Lea (512) 842-1133
E-mail:  rel787@outlook.com
Net: txeh.org

Purpose: 1) To provide information and support to indi-
viduals who have had chemical injuries and to those who 
have chemical sensitivity/intolerance;  2) To help educate 
the community about the impact of toxins on human health 
and the environment; 3) To suggest safer alternatives to 
toxic products.

Projects/Activities: Monthly meetings in or near Austin 
that provide an opportunity to share information and ex-
periences with one another; occasional speakers on related 
topics.  We give counseling and networking via telephone.  
We conduct public outreach and education at schools and 
community events.

Newsletters/Publications: We offer handouts and sug-
gest books and DVDs on such topics as less toxic living 
guidelines, safer laundry products, environmental pest 
control, toxic chemicals in fragrances, and understanding 
and accommodating people with chemical sensitivities.

PARKS
Austin Parks Foundation
507 Calles Street, Suite 116 
Austin, TX 78702
Bill Stout (512) 387-3021
FAX: (512) 477-1586
E-mail: volunteer@austinparks.org
Net: austinparks.org
Facebook: facebook.com/austinparksfoundation 

Purpose: Austin Parks Foundation improves the quality 
of life for people in Austin and Travis County by filling the 
city’s funding and resource gap needed to develop, main-
tain and enhance the area’s parks, trails, and green spaces.

Projects/Activities: Austin Parks Foundation supports 
and empowers individuals, volunteer groups and park 
adopters across the city to maintain and improve their 
parks and trails through our Austin City Limits Music 
Festival Grants program, tool warehouse, financial services 
and through volunteer projects on “It’s My Park Day” and 
throughout the year. APF also engages people in their 
parks through their “Movies in the Park” and “Fitness in 
the Park” programs. 

It’s My Park Day – 1st Saturday of March and November; 
city-wide.

Party for the Parks – Wednesday before the 1st weekend 
of Austin City Limits Music Festival.

Volunteer Opportunities: Please see austinparks.give-
pulse.com to learn about upcoming opportunities.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly e-newsletter; regu-
lar blog posts.

Dues: To donate, see Web site.
 

Hill Country Conservancy
5524 Bee Caves Road, Suite G4
Austin, TX 78746
Kylie Rush (512) 328-2481
E-Mail: info@hillcountryconservancy.org
Net: hillcountryconservancy.org
Facebook: facebook.com/hillcountryconservancy

Purpose: Hill Country Conservancy (HCC) is a non-
profit land trust that works to ensure a healthy environment 
and economy in the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer and 
the Central Texas Hill Country by permanently preserv-
ing natural areas and rural Texas heritage.  The Board of 
Directors is composed of members of the area’s business, 
real estate, and conservation communities.  

Projects/Activities: The Conservancy’s goal is to perma-
nently conserve open space in a six-county region.  Since 
incorporation in 2000, HCC has worked with the City of 
Austin and other partners to conserve over 44,000 acres.  

In addition, HCC created a vision in 1999 for the first 
regional trail system in Central Texas, now called the 
“Violet Crown Trail” (VCT). The first six-mile segment is 
now open.  Users will be able to experience wildlife, clean 
streams, and the breathtaking views of land preserved by 
HCC and its partners.

Volunteer Opportunities: National Public Lands Day, 
National Trails Day, plus regular cleanups on the Violet 
Crown Trail. Visit our Web site to sign up and to find out 
about upcoming opportunities.

Newsletters/Publications: See our Blog under “About 
Us” section of Web site.

Dues: $25 - $1,000 for memberships.

Trust for Public Land
2579 Western Trails Boulevard, Suite 130
Austin, TX 78745
Scott Parker (415) 269-4231
E-mail: scott.parker@tpl.org 
Net: tpl.org

Purpose: The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is 
a private, nonprofit land conservation organization work-
ing nationwide to conserve land for people.  Founded in 
1972, The Trust for Public Land specializes in conservation 
real estate, applying its expertise in negotiation, public 
finance, and land conservation techniques to protect land 
for public use and enjoyment.  Working with private land-
owners, community groups, and government agencies, 
The Trust for Public Land has helped protect thousands 
of special places nationwide for people to enjoy as parks, 
playgrounds, community gardens, historic landmarks, and 
wilderness lands.  TPL has helped protect 32,000 acres in 
Texas since 1979.

Projects/Activities: TPL’s Central Texas office is currently 
working on water conservation and habitat protection 
projects in San Marcos and the Balcones National Wildlife 
Refuge.  TPL’s Coastal Texas office is currently working on 
the Columbia Bottomlands and barrier island protection.  
TPL’s North Texas office is working on green infrastructure, 
climate smart implementation, and social benefits of parks 
with the City of Dallas.

Volunteer Opportunities: Contact nearest TPL office.
Austin's local 

environmental news source
austineconetwork.com
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PARKS AND PRESERVES 
Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center
4801 La Crosse Avenue
Austin, TX 78739 
Contact (512) 232-0100 
FAX: (512) 232-0156 
E-mail: info@wildflower.org 
Net: wildflower.org

Purpose: The mission of the Wildflower Center at UT 
Austin is to inspire the conservation of native plants and 
landscapes.

Projects/Activities: The Center’s gardens display the 
native plants of the Central Texas Hill Country, as well 
as South and West Texas, while the Plant Conservation 
Program protects the ecological heritage of Texas by con-
serving its rare and endangered flora. Our online Native 
Plant Information Network is a database of more than 8,000 
native species visited by millions annually about native 
plants and vendors across North America.

The Center regularly hosts walks and talks and holds 
annual family nights, native plant sales (spring and fall), 
and other inspiring and educational activities. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Numerous! Call or e-mail for 
more information. 

Newsletters/Publications: Wildflower, members’ maga-
zine; brochures; online educational materials for all ages; 
online database (Native Plant Information Network).

Dues: Starting at $45/year.
Visiting Arrangements: Open Tuesday – Sunday, 9 AM 

– 5 PM; or daily 9 AM – 5 PM from mid-March to end of 
May.  Free for members.  Admission fees vary depending 
on student status and age.

Westcave Outdoor 
Discovery Center
24814 Hamilton Pool Road
Round Mountain, TX 78663
Paul Vickery (830) 825-3442
E-Mail: info@westcave.org
Net: westcave.org
Facebook: facebook.com/WestcaveATX

Purpose: Westcave Preserve is an ecological community 
of exceptional beauty located on a 75-acre preserve in the 
Texas Hill Country.  Its uniqueness stems from a semi-

Environmental Groups - Parks

tropical grotto cut deep within its sheltered canyon by 
perennially falling water.  Orchids and cypress trees share 
the cool, moist, terrarium-like setting while cactus and 
juniper grow in the hot, dry habitat above the canyon rim.

Projects/Activities: Weekend tours at 10 AM, Noon, 2 
PM, and 4 PM, weather permitting.  Weekday tours for 
organized groups can be prearranged.  In 2012, we inte-
grated the “Children in Nature Collaborative” of Austin 
and launched a campaign to reconnect children to nature.

Volunteer Opportunities: Projects, docent activities, 
internships for credit, and more.

Newsletters/Publications: e-newsletter – westcave.org/
resources/newsletters.

Dues: From $3-$25, depending on age and program.  
See Web site to join.

Wild Basin 
Wilderness Preserve
805 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. 
Austin, TX 78746
Kim Johnson (512) 327-7622
E-Mail: kimj@stedwards.edu
Net: wildbasin.org

Purpose: Initially pro-
tected in the late 1970s 
in response to increasing 
development and habitat 
decline in west Austin, 
Wild Basin Wilderness 
Preserve continues as a 
legacy for urban wilder-
ness and environmen-
tal education in Texas.  
Through collaborations 
with St. Edward’s Uni-
versity and Travis County, 
Wild Basin serves as a lo-
cal gateway to the larger 
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP) system since its 
inception in 1996, promoting the protection of eight en-
dangered species, as well as 27 species of concern.

Existing as one of few public preserves prior to the found-
ing of the BCP, Wild Basin’s three-miles of trails remain 
open to the public, sun-up to sun-down, every day of the 
year.  The Wild Basin Creative Research Center, with its 
information and welcome hub, is open weekdays from 9 
AM until 4 PM.
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We ask that you respect the natural beauty of this hill-
country landscape by staying ‘on-trail’ and leaving ‘no-
trace’ during your visit.  Bikes, pets, smoking and picnics 
are all prohibited within the preserve.

Volunteer Opportunities: Trail Guides, office assistants, 
Land Management/Trail Maintenance, Invasive Species 
Removal.

Dues: Suggested donation of $3/person.  Additional 
gifts may be submitted online.

POLITICS
Austin Environmental 
Democrats (AED)
604 West 11th Street
Austin, TX 78701
Ted Siff (512) 657-5414
FAX: (512) 495-9955
E-Mail: austinenvironmentaldems@gmail.com
Net: austinenvironmentaldems.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ATXenvirodems

Purpose: Austin Environmental Democrats is committed 
to (1) being a leading voice for Austin Democrats on how 
environment, conservation, sustainability, and related is-
sues should be addressed in Austin and Travis County; (2) 
working for the development of programs to improve the 
quality of life for all residents of Travis County; (3) provid-
ing grassroots support for the Travis County Democratic 
Party (TCDP) with emphasis on environmental issues and 

good city government; (4) endorsing candidates, amend-
ments, and propositions that promote AED objectives; and 
(5) informing the membership about current issues.

Projects/Activities: Electing Democrats with strong 
environmental credentials and platforms. 

Meetings: Generally on the first Friday of each month 
at El Mercado-South, 1302 S. 1st Street, Austin, TX 78704 
from Noon to 1 PM.  If in doubt, check the AED Facebook 
page or TCDP Web site to confirm.  

Volunteer Opportunities:  Work on endorsed candidate 
campaigns, as available.

Dues: $10/year.  Join thru ActBlue:  secure.actblue.com/
entity/fundraisers/29057

Texas League of Conservation Voters
P.O. Box 13558
Austin, TX 78711
Elizabeth Doyel (512) 477-4424
FAX: (512) 477-6555
E-mail: info@tlcv.org
Net: tlcv.org

Purpose: Texas League of Conservation Voters is a group 
of 3 organizations that works together to make sure that 
conservation continues to be a Texas value.

Texas League of Conservation Voters is our advocacy 
organization. We advocate in the legislature and beyond, 
working for strong conservation policies. We publish a Leg-
islative Scorecard telling you how your lawmakers voted 
on key conservation issues that you care about. Together, 
we hold them accountable for the decisions they make.

Texas League of Conservation Voters Foundation is our 
citizen outreach and education organization. We work on 
organizing citizens who share our environmental values to 
effectively engage in the democratic and policy-making pro-
cess. This involves us developing in our own non-partisan 
civic engagement work, highlighting the need for increased 
voter registrations and voter turnouts, particularly from 
traditionally underrepresented communities.

Texas League of Conservation Voters PAC is the organi-
zation’s affiliated political action committee. We support 
candidates for public office who understand that a sound 
environment, a strong economy, and healthy communities 
go hand in hand.

Volunteer Opportunities: These are ongoing.  

Travis County Green Party
1712 E Riverside Dr., #42 
Austin, TX 78741 
Contact (512) 551-0310
E-Mail: travisgp@txgreens.org 
Net: tcgp.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/travisgp 

Purpose: To be the people-funded electoral arm of the 
movements working to create a society and government 
based in participatory democracy, social and economic 
justice, ecological sustainability, and nonviolence. We work 
to provide a ballot line for those who wish to use the elec-
tions to promote this agenda and get elected to serve the 
people and the planet, not corporate greed.

Projects/Activities: Community Outreach & Voter Reg-
istration; GOTV; support local issue movements; watchdog 

1976-85        1986-95        1996-05         2006-15

The average number of global natural disasters (storms, 
floods, droughts, earthquakes, major heat and cold events) 
increased from an average of 55 between 1975-1985 to an 
average of 167 between 2005 and 2015.   Part of this increase 
was very likely driven by global warming and its contribution 
to weather extremes.  

In 2015, there were 198 natural disasters, 93% of which were 
weather related.   These caused over 19,000 fatalities, 10,000 
of which were weather related.  There were almost $28 billion 
in insured losses from these natural disasters.  More than half 
of worldwide disaster losses are uninsured.

Swiss Re Ltd., Zurich, Switzerland, Sigma database, 2016.  Online 
at http://www.sigma-explorer.com

Photo: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Dr. A. Rethly
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for election law changes & promote electoral reforms; run 
electoral campaigns; work to retain state-wide ballot access; 
legislative lobbying on Green issues (e.g.,  election reform, 
environment, and social justice).

Meetings: 3rd Sunday at 2 PM – subject to change – at 
1105 E. 6th Street, Austin TX 78702.

Volunteer Opportunities: Blockwalking; staffing of-
fice; fundraising; media & public relations; outreach & 
recruitment; writing/editing; graphic/meme design; video 
editing/creation; distributing fliers; database management; 
lobbying; testifying at City Council and Legislature; running 
for office; and more.  Student interns can receive credit.

RECYCLING
A respected study estimated that green-
house gases from mining, extracting, 
harvesting, processing, and transporting 

raw materials for manufactured goods 
and packaging, as well as their disposal, was 
equal to 37% of U.S. carbon emissions.  Due to 
grassroots action, Austin became the first Texas 
city to adopt a “zero waste” goal. 

Austin Zero Waste Alliance
105 W. Riverside Dr., #120
Austin, TX 78704
Andrew Dobbs (512) 326-5655
E-Mail: Dobbs@TexasEnvironment.org
Net: AustinZeroWaste.org
Facebook: facebook.com/AustinZeroWaste

Purpose: AZWA works to support the City of Austin’s 
Zero Waste plan and to hold our decision-makers account-
able to its vision.  We work hard to connect Austin’s Zero 
Waste community to one another and translate our unity 
into power for our movement.  We’ll stop at nothing!

Projects/Activities: We have a monthly meeting featuring 
great local speakers most months.  We lobby our elected 
officials, and members interact with (and serve on) local 
commissions important to our work.  We also arrange oc-
casional special events for educating the public, fundraising, 
or otherwise building the Zero Waste movement in Austin.

Meetings: Last Wednesday of the month, 7 PM, usually 
at Recycled Reads (5335 Burnet Road). Check Web site for 
updates.

Volunteer Opportunities: We are always happy to have 
skilled volunteers help us in a variety of ways. Come to a 
meeting and let us know what you have in mind!

Newsletters/Publications: Regularly updated Facebook.

Ecology Action of Texas
(512) 322-0000
E-mail: recycle@ecology-action.org
Net: ecology-action.org

Purpose:  Founded in 1970, Ecology 
Action (EA) is one of the oldest environmental groups in 
Austin.  EA is dedicated to educating and empowering 
people to create a healthier environment. 

Projects/Activities: Remediation and preservation 

of natural environments; landfill diversion; zero-waste 
initiatives. We have a 10-acre nature preserve in East Aus-
tin, transformed from a landfill into healthy habitat and 
education park.

Newsletters/Publications: Ecology Action Membership 
E-Bulletin, monthly.

Dues: $4-50 mo./Individuals; other levels for businesses.
 
Keep Austin Beautiful
55 N I-35, #215    
Austin, TX 78702
Keith Sears (512) 391-0617
Net: keepaustinbeautiful.org  

Purpose: Keep Austin Beautiful provides resources and 
education to engage citizens in building more beautiful 
communities.  In one giant effort to fulfill the organiza-
tion’s vision – for Austin to be the cleanest, most beautiful 
community it can be – the organization mobilizes 26,500 
volunteers and educates 11,800 youth annually.

Projects/Activities: Keep Austin Beautiful is your one-
stop shop for completing service projects, greening your 
event, and outdoor learning.  Available supplies and re-
sources include: activity kits, recycling bins, tools, cleanup 
supplies, volunteer recruitment, trainings, sign recogni-
tion for adopted areas, and K-12 school presentations and 
service-learning projects.

Our major events include: Keep Austin Beautiful coor-
dinates large-scale cleanups of Lady Bird Lake (bimonthly), 
Lake Travis (September), and an annual citywide cleanup 
– “Clean Sweep” (April).  Events are packed with sup-
plies, guidance, volunteer recruitment, prizes, and socials.  
“Beautify Bash,” Keep Austin Beautiful’s annual award 
ceremony and fundraiser, is hosted in November.

State of Texas Alliance 
for Recycling (STAR)
P.O. Box 1317
Austin, TX 78767
Sara Nichols (512) 828-6409
FAX: (866) 593-5871
E-Mail: info@recyclingSTAR.org
Net: recyclingSTAR.org
Facebook: facebook.com/recyclingSTAR

Purpose: The mission of STAR is to increase recycling 
rates to the highest level afforded by balanced economic 
and environmental sustainability principles, for the benefit 
of the State and the people of Texas.

Meetings: STAR hosts an annual education and network-
ing event, the “Texas Recycling and Sustainability Summit.” 
There are many STAR affiliated councils that meet monthly.

Volunteer Opportunities: Internship program where 
students can receive credit.

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly e-newsletter; inter-
active Web site; and social media presence. 

Dues: $150/year.  Call office for more information.  

Austin's local 
environmental news source

austineconetwork.com
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SPECIAL PURPOSE
Austin Neighborhoods Council
P.O. Box 301975
Austin, TX 78703
Mary Ingle (512) 320-8449
E-Mail: president@ancweb.org
Net: ancweb.org

Purpose: The Austin Neighborhoods Council (ANC) is 
Austin’s only comprehensive representative of the City’s 
neighborhood associations.  More than 40 years old, ANC 
consists of nearly 100 member neighborhood associations 
representing hundreds of thousands individual residents 
all across Austin.   ANC leads and promotes a culture of 
civic engagement by connecting, supporting and protecting 
Austin neighborhoods through education and advocacy.

Projects/Activities: Monthly meetings with presenta-
tions from elected officials, city government, and other 
speakers of neighborhood interest.  Assesses existing and 
proposed policy and acts as a clearinghouse, providing 
information to members, and promoting neighborhood 
interests to city officials.  Holds a forum for vetting City 
Council candidates, and hosts educational sessions for its 
members. 

Meetings: 4th Wednesday of the month at 7 PM (except 
November and December) at Town Lake Center (Austin 
Energy headquarters), 721 Barton Springs Road, 1st Floor 
Assembly Room.

Newsletters/Publications: E-mail updates and discus-
sions on the ANC listserv - ANCTalk.

Dues: $50/year.  Membership is open to all neighbor-
hood groups in the Austin area.

Austin Permaculture Guild
Taelor Monroe (214) 448-6428
E-Mail: taelor@austinperm.com
Net: austinperm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/
AustinPermacultureGuild

Purpose: The Austin Permaculture Guild is an organiza-
tion that serves the greater Central Texas community by 
connecting people to courses, events, resources and profes-
sionals.  We strive to facilitate a space where marginalized 
communities, people of color, all genders, & orientations 
feel empowered to regenerate ecosystems, restructure ex-
isting societal frameworks, and create cultural abundance. 

Projects/Activities: ‘6 Weekends’ Permaculture Design 
Course, October-March; ‘2 Week Intensive’ Permaculture 
Design Course in June; Permaculture Teacher Training in 
November.

Volunteer Opportunities: Every Friday at the Whole 
Life Learning Center (10801 Old San Antonio Road, 78748).  
Check our MeetUp calendar for up-to-date information.

Newsletters/Publications: Register for our newsletter 
on our Web site. We also have the forum: Austinperm@
yahoogroups.com. 

CLEAN AIR Force of Central Texas
P.O. Box 29295
Austin, TX 78755
Sarah Holland (512) 225-7780
E-mail: info@cleanairforce.org
Net: cleanairforce.org
Facebook: facebook.com/CLEAN-AIR-
Force-of-Central-Texas-60700478852
Twitter: twitter.com/cleanairforcetx?lang=en

Purpose: We help manage air quality improvement 
programs in Central Texas.  We are focused on motivating 
citizens, businesses and governments of this region to take 
actions to reduce air pollution to protect public health and 
the health of our economy.  This includes: (1) being a liaison 
among stakeholders; (2) coordinating air quality planning 
of the private sector; (3) providing a forum for public dis-
cussion; and  (4) educating the public on air quality issues.

Projects/Activities: 
• “Clean Air Partners Program” – secures commitments 

from businesses and governments to voluntarily reduce 
their emissions by 10% or more;

• “Clean School Bus Program” – secures funding to 
retrofit or replace older school buses with new, cleaner 
technologies and encourages anti-idling policies;

• “Ozone Alert Program” - informs the public via e-mail, 
Facebook, Twitter and 512-343-SMOG on days when air 
pollution is unhealthy so citizens can take actions to protect 
themselves and reduce emissions;

• “High School Public Service Announcement Contest” 
– encourages local students to create air quality PSAs and 
the winning entry runs on local TV stations.  

Volunteer Opportunities: E-mail for details. 

Earth Day Austin
4804 Grover Avenue, Suite B
Austin, TX 78756
Janis Bookout (512) 535-7558
E-Mail: info@earthdayaustin.com
Net: earthdayaustin.com
Facebook: facebook.com/EarthDayATX

Purpose: Our purpose is to educate the public on en-
vironmental issues and create opportunities for environ-
mentally focused organizations and businesses to expand 
their presence in the Austin area.

Projects/Activities: Annually, we host the Earth Day 
Festival on or around April 22.  Throughout the year, we 
have smaller events at our Green Room offices (address 
listed), including panels and workshops.

Meetings: Monthly.
Volunteer Opportunities: Students can receive intern 

credit.  Internships available throughout the year, as well as 
200 volunteer positions for the Earth Day Festival in April.

Hill Country Alliance
15315 Highway 71 West
Bee Cave, TX 78738
Katherine Romans (512) 263-9147
E-mail: info@hillcountryalliance.org
Net: hillcountryalliance.org

Purpose: The Hill Country is irreplaceable. There is not 
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an endless supply of clean water in our springs, creeks and 
lakes, nor endless hill country vistas, wide open spaces, rural 
landscapes, or scenic roadways.  Population of our region 
is expected to double in the next 30 years, creating intense 
development pressure outside Austin and San Antonio.

HCA is a conservation and social movement that crosses 
boundaries and traditional barriers.  We believe a strong 
economic future depends on the long-term protection of 
our natural resources and the promotion of sustainable 
development and economic enterprises.   

Projects/Activities: Advocacy; relationship building 
with opinion leaders and policy makers; a public aware-
ness/marketing campaign; educational programs; sessions 
for local elected officials to embrace solutions together; 
diverse stakeholder focus groups; mapping; research 
projects; newsletter; radio segments; film; photography; 
and an ever expanding Web site.  We work on land, water, 
sky, and community issues from the rural ranches to the 
bustling cities of the I-35 corridor.

Volunteer Opportunities: Events such as the “Rainwater 
Revival,” “Water Symposium,” and “Night Sky” educa-
tional programs.  HCA also seeks help with social media 
outreach and welcomes university interns.

Newsletters: Electronic, published 2 – 4 times/month.
.

P. O. Box 5991
Austin, TX 78763
Michael Oden, Chair 
E-Mail: contact@Liveablecity.org
Net: Liveablecity.org
Facebook: facebook.com/LiveableCity

Purpose: Liveable City was created in 2002 by a diverse 
group of public-policy experts and experienced community 
advocates.  Its mission is to safeguard Austin’s long-term 
social, environmental, and economic well-being by edu-
cating, informing, and empowering Austin residents to 
improve our community’s quality of life for all.

Since its founding, Liveable City has considered indi-
vidual city issues as part of a complex whole, and sought 
to make meaningful change with an effective blend of rig-
orous public-policy research, public discourse, and broad 
community collaboration.

To grow and thrive, our city must have the courage to 
address lingering racial and class divides to harness the 
talents and creativity of all residents. We believe equity, 
inclusion, and fairness are the foundation for a liveable, 
sustainable Austin in this century and the next.

Projects/Activities: Policy papers; resolutions on cur-
rent topics; public meetings; annual Christmas party/
fundraiser; “Liveable Vision Awards” to outstanding 
community projects.

Meetings: Board meets 10 times/year.
Volunteer Opportunities: LC has occasional volunteer-

ing opportunities throughout the year.  If interested, please 
contact us at news@liveablecity.org.

Newsletters/Publications: Reclaiming Affordability in 
Today’s Austin – recent publication on Web site.

Dues: From $35 to $1,000 annually.

Texas Interfaith Center 
for Public Policy
200 E. 30th Street
Austin, TX 78705
Bee Moorhead (512) 472-3903
E-Mail: bee@texasinterfaith.org
Net: texasimpact.org

Purpose: The Texas Interfaith Center for 
Public Policy is a faith-based, non-profit orga-
nization, providing theologically grounded 
public policy analysis to people of faith and 
other Texans. “Texas Interfaith Power & 
Light” (TXIPL) is the environmental program of the Center, 
and is the Texas affiliate of the national Interfaith Power & 
Light movement. TXIPL helps congregations take action to 
reduce global warming and air pollution through energy 
conservation and renewable energy strategies.

Projects/Activities: Environmental stewardship re-
sources for congregations, legislative information, teaching, 
preaching, and grassroots advocacy—including local IPL 
chapters around the state. In Austin, the Interfaith Envi-
ronmental Network is our local IPL chapter.

Volunteer Opportunities: Events, research, legislative 
contacts, and organizing. Paid and non-paid internships 
available, and student interns can receive credit. 

Newsletters/Publications: E-newsletter; Justice Frame-
works on environmental stewardship and faith & food; 
blog; “Faith in Texas” citizenship how-to series.

Dues: Donations of all sizes are gratefully accepted.

TRANSPORTATION
Cars and light trucks made up 16% of U.S. 
greenhouse emissions in 2014.  Bicycles, 
mass transit, electric vehicles, and fuel 

efficient vehicles can all reduce or almost 
eliminate carbon emissions.

1000 Brazos Street, Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78701 
Mercedes Feris (512) 587-8136 
E-Mail: mercedes@bikeaustin.org
Facebook: facebook.com/bikeaustin 
Net: bikeaustin.org

Purpose: Bike Austin is a successor to the former Austin 
Cycling Association and the old Bike Austin.  The organiza-
tions joined in 2012, with the joint purpose of improving 
cycling as a form of transportation, exercise, and recreation.  
Bicycling supports the community as a whole by increas-
ing roadway capacity and user mobility, strengthening 
household affordability, improving the environment, and 
promoting an active, healthy lifestyle.

Projects/Activities: Bike Austin’s efforts fall into three 
categories:  Education, Advocacy, and Rides.  We offer a 
variety of on-the-bike and classroom courses (see Web site 
for details).  We host two major fundraiser events per year: 
The Armadillo Hill Country Classic, and the Easter Hill 
Country Tour; plus over 500 regular daily rides throughout 
the year, generally free and open to the public.  (Again, 
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Michael Zakes
2815 Fruth
Austin, Texas 78705
(512) 47-Cycle/472-9253
www.waterloocycles.com

Environmental Groups - Transportation

Texas Bicycle Coalition Advocacy – Member-funded.  
Work with elected and other public officials on local, 
state, and federal levels, especially during Texas Legisla-
tive Sessions.  Focus on legislation and policy promoting 
bicycle safety.

Consultation with community leaders across Texas on 
advocacy and implementation of safe cycling and active 
transportation infrastructure, policies, and programming 
throughout the state.

“SafeCyclist Teacher Training Program” –  Certified over 
4,000 elementary school PE teachers and reached more than 
two million school children in Texas since 1998 to use 15-
unit curriculum to teach children bike safety.

Volunteer Opportunities:  A variety of opportunities 
are available, from fleet maintenance to public outreach 
to advocacy and education efforts.  

Newsletters/Publications: Monthly e-newsletters avail-
able for members; updates posted on Web site and social 
media channels.

Dues: Levels vary.  Donate on Web site. 

Yellow Bike Project
1216 Webberville Rd.
Austin, TX 78721
Contact (512) 524-5299
E-mail: austinyellowbike@gmail.com
Net: austinyellowbike.org
Facebook: facebook.com/pages/Aus-
tins-Yellow-Bike-Project/194137973930427

Purpose: Yellow Bike Project (YBP) 501c(3) is a volunteer-
powered initiative to put bicycles on the streets of Austin 

see Web site.)  
Our advocacy programs include engaging in the Austin 

Council elections, supporting the City’s Bicycle Master 
Plan, and actively engaging in meetings in support of 
bike facilities.

Meetings:  Generally the last Wednesday of the month 
at 1000 Brazos.

Newsletters/Publications: E-newsletter under “Get 
Involved” section of Web site.

Volunteer Opportunities:  Many and varied.  See Web 
site.

Dues: $20 year/Student; $35 year/Individual; $50 year/
Family; $100 year/Supporting.

BikeTexas
301 E. 5th Street
Austin, TX 78702
Robin Stallings (512) 476-7433  
E-mail: mail@biketexas.org 
Net: BikeTexas.org

Purpose: BikeTexas is the statewide nonprofit organiza-
tion that advances bicycle access, safety, and education at 
the local, state and federal level. We encourage and promote 
bicycling, increased safety, and improved conditions. We 
unite and inspire people and provide a cohesive voice for 
those who ride bikes in Texas.  We celebrated our 25th an-
niversary in 2016!

Projects/Activities: “Safe Routes to School” Educational 
Materials – Distribute tens of thousands of educational 
booklets and bicycle lights per year to schools, police de-
partments, and other community leaders.

Climate Change and Sea Level

Since the 19th century, the world’s oceans have risen about 8 
inches due to melting ice and warmer (expansive) sea water.  
Predictions of future sea level rise range from 1.5 to 6 feet by 
2100.  A  6-foot rise would inundate significant parts of Florida, 
including part of Miami.  A 10-foot sea level rise from “storm 
surge” caused by water driven by high-velocity wind would 
submerge most of the city, as well as coastal cities nearby.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, “Coastal Systems and 
Low-Lying Areas,” IPCC Fifth Assessment Report, Chapter 5, p. 368.
Dennis, Brady and Chris Mooney, “Scientists nearly double sea level 
rise projections for 2100, because of Antarctica,” Washington Post, 
March 30, 2016. 

Photo: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Mark Moran

Sine qua non to Austin's Future
Visit us at www.lightrailnow.org

www.austinrailnow.com
Learn why Austin's environment,neighborhoods, 
and economy will decline without light rail soon.

"Delay is the deadliest form of denial."
C. Northcote Parkinson

Ethics, Economics and the Future of the World
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and Central Texas by operating community bike shops, 
teaching bike mechanics and maintenance, and acting as 
a local bike advocacy group.

Projects/Activities: YBP runs workshops where visitors 
can fix up their own bike with our tools and help, learn 
bicycle mechanics by volunteering, and participate in our 
Earn-A-Bike program.  We also carry a selection of refur-
bished sale bikes, have a warehouse full of thrifty used 
parts, and offer classes for both youth and adults.

Regular Meeting Dates: The YBP Collective meets at 
the shop on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 PM, with 
time for public input at 8 PM.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are always 
welcome at our Open Shops and Volunteer-Only Shops. 
Volunteers may also participate in our Earn-A-Bike pro-
gram or fulfill community service requirements, all while 
helping keep the shop running and fixing up more bikes 
for those in need!

TREES & PLANTS
Tree planting and wildland preservation 
are essential strategies to prevent more 
global warming.  Urban trees reduce 

heat island effect in cities, and lower air 
conditioning use.  Preserving forests and prairies 
allows carbon to be removed from the atmosphere.

Native Plant Society of Texas 
Austin Chapter
P.O. Box 3017
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Samantha Alcozer (512) 391-5739
E-Mail: sealcozer@gmail.com
Net: npsot.org/wp/austin

Purpose: The Native Plant Society of Texas exists to 
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of na-
tive plants and plant habitats of Texas through education, 
outreach, and example.  The Austin Chapter is part of a 
network of native plant groups located throughout Texas.

Projects/Activities: Monthly meetings feature guest 
speakers and presentations.  Members collect and exchange 
seeds, sell native plants, conduct plant surveys on private 
and public lands, rescue plants from development areas, 
work with nurseries to encourage native plant use, and 
maintain the water quality protection area at Brodie Wild.

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each month except April, 
July, and October at 7 PM in the administration building 
of Tarrytown United Methodist Church, 2531 Exposition 
Blvd.,  2nd floor, at the SE corner of Greenlee and Exposition 
in Tarrytown.  Arrive at 6:30 for snacks and seed exchange.

Volunteer Opportunities: Public education and out-
reach, plant sales at the LBJ Wildflower Center, nursery 
and garden center consultations, assistance with creating 
native gardens on schoolyards and other public grounds, 
educational talks and walks with people of all ages.

Newsletters/Publications: State newsletter, bimonthly 
with membership.  Check the Chapter Web site to subscribe 
to the mailing list for announcements.

Dues: $35/Individuals; $25/Student/Limited Income; 
$50/Families.

Native Prairies Association of Texas
415 N. Guadalupe St., PMB 385
San Marcos, TX 78666
Contact: (512) 772-4741
E-Mail: info@TexasPrairie.org
Net: TexasPrairie.org
Facebook: facebook.com/NativePrairiesAssocTX

Purpose: The Native Prairies Association of Texas (NPAT) 
is a non-profit membership organization and land trust 
dedicated to the conservation, restoration, and appreciation 
of native prairies, savannas, and other grasslands in Texas. 
NPAT protects 3,927 acres of native Texas prairie, including 
over 100 acres of endangered/threatened tallgrass prairie.

Projects/Activities: Maddin Prairie Preserve (1114 ac., 
Mitchell County); Lawther – Deer Park Prairie (51 ac.; 
Harris County).

Meetings: Austin chapter has regular meetings, field 
trips, and volunteer opportunities; see Web site for more 
information.

Newsletters/Publications: Newsletter published 3 
times/year; included with membership

Dues: Vary from $50-$1,500 depending on level; visit 
Web site to join or donate. 

In the U.S., global warming has caused rising temperatures, 
longer droughts, low soil moisture, decreased snow packs, 
longer growing seasons, and tree-killing insects that thrive 
on weakened trees due to these conditions.  Combined with 
poor forest management practices, these effects have greatly 
magnified the number and severity of wildfires in the U.S.  

Based on the trend, annual acres of forests burned in the U.S. 
are predicted to rise from 3 million to 10-12 million. 

This syndrome is not unique to the U.S.  Even if global warm-
ing is contained to only 2˚ C, 25% of the Amazon forest is 
expected to vanish, with a 75% loss if global temperatures 
rise to 4˚ C. 

Freedman, David H., “America is Burning,” Men’s Journal, pp. 60-67.
“Global Warming: Brazil Acts Now to Protect the Amazon Forest 
from Droughts, Storms and Fire,“ World Bank, February 15, 2013.

Photo: © Rogério Assis / Greenpeace

Climate Change and Forests on Fire
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P.O. Box 49268
Austin, TX 78765
Contact (512) 420-0101
Email: info@rainforestpartnership.org
Net: rainforestpartnership.org
Facebook: facebook.com/rainforestpartnership

Purpose: We protect and regenerate tropical rainfor-
ests by working with the people of the forests to develop 
sustainable livelihoods that empower and respect both 
people and nature.

Projects/Activities: We partner with rainforest com-
munities to develop and market products and services that 
are unique to their rainforests, thereby providing them an 
ongoing financial stake in protecting their forests.  This 
collaboration develops projects that meet each commu-
nity’s needs, tailored to their resources and capabilities.  
We have multiple projects ongoing in Ecuador and Peru 
that include handicrafts, ecotourism, and traditional medi-
cine.  We deploy creative initiatives, preserve, highlight, 
and share our mission with others, motivating them to act 
on behalf of tropical rainforests, including: “Films for the 
Forest” film festival, with community screening at SXSW; 
augmented reality project “Rainforest Listening;” and 
education projects.

Volunteer Opportunities: Opportunities are posted at 
www.volunteermatch.org.  Students can receive credits. 

Newsletters/Publications: Newsletter, annual reports, 
project reports.

TreeFolks
P.O. Box 1395
Del Valle, TX 78617
Thais Perkins (512) 443-5323
E-Mail: admin@treefolks.org
Net: treefolks.org
Facebook: facebook.com/treefolks

Purpose: Our purpose is to build com-
munity through planting trees. Since 1989, TreeFolks 
volunteers and staff have planted over 2 million trees in 
Central Texas at schools, parks, in medians, right of ways, 
community gardens, and greenbelts. During the most 
recent planting season we engaged over 1,500 volunteers 
and planted over 434,000 trees. We provide comprehensive 
reforestation services to property owners in Bastrop County 
and along the Blanco River in Hays County who lost trees 
from, respectively, the 2011 Labor Day Wildfires and the 
2015 Memorial Day Floods. 

Projects/Activities: Public tree plantings and riparian 
plantings; NeighborWoods tree giveaways; Bastrop County 
Community Reforestation; Blanco River reforestation; 
education opportunities (sapling giveaway events, tree 
mapping, tree identification walks).

Volunteer Opportunities: Tree planting (planting season 
is from October through March), tree maintenance, educa-
tion, marketing, and fundraising.  Opportunities for student 
interns. See more at treefolks.org/volunteer-opportunities.

Newsletters/Publications: e-mail newsletter – Looking 
Up! 

Useful Wild Plants of Texas
4700 Loyola Lane, #104
Austin, TX 78723 
Lynn Marshall (512) 928-4441 
E-mail: info@usefulwildplants.org 
Net: usefulwildplants.org

Purpose: Plants are the basis of civilization.  
We are dedicated to the exploration and documentation 
of the native plants of Texas and surrounding regions as 
the foods, medicines, and resources of the past, present, 
and future. 

Projects/Activities: UWP is putting together a database 
and encyclopedia of uses of 4,000 native plants (foods, 
pharmaceuticals, fibers, glues, dyes, oils, etc.).  Call for 
information about classes and other activities. 

Meetings:  No set dates.  We have get-togethers and 
events throughout the year for members and volunteers. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are needed to 
keep research files, staff booths at events, help produce the 
newsletter, accounting, publicity, fundraising, and general 
office work.  Volunteers are also needed to help with the 
database and encyclopedia.  Student interns welcome; 
credit available for some Independent Studies positions.

Newsletters/Publications: Useful Wild Plants newslet-
ter, quarterly.  It covers project news, past uses of plants, 
people who make their living working with plants, and 
volunteer and member activities.  We have also printed 
three volumes of The Encyclopedia of the Useful Wild Plants 
of Texas, the Southeastern and Southwestern United States, 
and Northern Mexico.  Volume 3 was released in late 2009.

Dues: $25/Individual; $50/Family; $100/Sustaining.

WATER
As climate change worsens, extreme 
weather periods such as droughts become 
more likely.  In Texas, which is already 

prone to weather extremes, protecting 
water quantity and quality is paramount.

2100 Stamford Lane
Austin TX 78703 
J.J. Langston (512) 934-7079
E-Mail: jj@bartonspringsconservancy.org
Net: bartonspringsconservancy.org
Facebook:  facebook.com/Barton-Springs-Conservancy-
1564046110493066/?ref=hl

Purpose: Barton Springs Conservancy is working to 
honor, preserve, and enhance Barton Springs through 
education and facility improvement.  With Barton Springs 
being one of Austin’s best-known landmarks and tourist 
destinations, we run the very real risk of “loving Barton 
Springs to death.” While increasing pool attendance and 
development over the Edwards Aquifer present challenges, 
there are opportunities to help preserve the Springs by 
matching the increase in population with enhanced edu-
cation about water quality and environmental protection.

Projects/Activities: We are working on a number of 
projects including the Zilker Park Gatepost Restoration 
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project to restore the historic entrance gateposts at the north 
entrance to Barton Springs Pool, the rehabilitation of the 
Historic Barton Springs Bathhouse, and a proposed Visi-
tor Education Center for Zilker Park to provide enhanced 
environmental education outreach to visitors.  Possible 
future water quality and environmental protection projects 
include repairing or reconstructing the dam(s) at the pool.

Volunteer Opportunities: Interns welcome.
Newsletters/Publications:  E-newsletter on Web site.

Bull Creek Foundation
6417 Yaupon Drive
Austin, TX 78759
Rick Brimer (512) 750-1227
E-Mail: rickb921@aol.com
Net: bullcreek.net

Purpose: The purpose of the Bull Creek 
Foundation is to promote the harmonious balance between 
nature, recreation, and sustainable economic develop-
ment in the Bull Creek watershed, bounded roughly by 
Highways 2222, 620, 183, and Mesa Drive. This volunteer 
group believes that all who have a stake in this region 
can work together to achieve and maintain its delicate 
ecological balance, and since 1994 we have demonstrated 
this actually works.

Volunteer Opportunities: Varied. Please contact us.
Newsletters/Publications: See Web site.
Dues: Voluntary (tax deductible) contributions accepted.

P.O. Box 328
Spicewood, Texas 78669
Jo Karr Tedder (512) 553-5827
E-Mail: JoKarrTedder.ctwc@gmail.com
Net: CentralTexasWaterCoalition.org
Facebook: facebook.com/CentralTexasWaterCoalition

Purpose: To assure that water in the Colorado River 
Basin should be managed in a way that maintains the 
biological and ecological soundness of its rivers, lakes, 
bays, and estuaries. 

CTWC’s primary mission is to advocate for the pres-
ervation and conservation of the Highland Lakes’ water 
supply and water levels for the benefit of human health, 
safety, and recreation, and to preserve the Highland Lakes’ 
role as an irreplaceable economic engine for the State of 
Texas.  Central Texas Water Coalition will bring together 
concerned individuals and groups to constructively address 
water issues of the Lower Colorado River Basin.  Partners 
include lake residents, business owners, municipal of-
ficials, homeowner associations, environmentalists, and 
stakeholder organizations. 

Investments in water conservation and efficiency, in-
cluding but not limited to reducing water losses in water 
distribution systems, should be a top priority before major 
investments in increasing supplies. 

Colorado River Alliance
P.O. Box 50029
Austin, TX 78763
Contact: Scott Sticker (512) 498-1587
E-Mail: contact@coloradoriver.org
Net: coloradoriver.org
Facebook: facebook.com/coloradoriveralliance
Twitter: twitter.com/txcoloradoriver

Purpose: Secure the vitality of the Texas Colorado River 
through education and advocacy for all generations.

Projects/Activities: The Alliance programs include river, 
lake, and land cleanups, environmental education and 
awareness through youth camps, school-based environmen-
tal awareness programs, and water-centric speaker series.

We are a sponsor of the Lake Travis Underwater Cleanup, 
usually held in late summer.  See our Web site for event dates!

Volunteer Opportunities: E-mail us at contact@colora-
doriver.org to get involved! 

Newsletters/Publications: E-newsletter; sign up online.
Dues: See Web site for details.

 
Fluoride Free Austin
P.O. Box 7362
Austin, TX 78713
Rae Nadler-Olenick (512) 371-3786
E-mail: info@fluoridefreeaustin.com
Net: fluoridefreeaustin.com 

Purpose:  We are an alliance of concerned citizens from all 
walks of life united behind the goal of ending the dangerous, 
costly practice of community water fluoridation in Austin.  
We pursue our advocacy through an ongoing educational 
campaign that has brought the issue from obscurity a few 
years ago to widespread public awareness today. 

Projects/Activities: Since October 2008, our members 
have regularly spoken out against fluoridation during 
Citizens Communication at City Council meetings.  Our 
educational tools include the Fluoride Free Austin Web 
site, Fluoride Follies blog, FluorideFreeAustin YouTube 
channel, printed materials, special events, and e-newsletter 
The Fluoride Free Updater.  We support political candidates 
and issues likely to further our cause. 

Volunteer Opportunities: We’re always looking for 
people willing to speak at meetings of the City Council and/
or its Public Health and Human Services Committee. We 
are also currently seeking people who may have suffered 
tooth damage (enamel fluorosis) due to the City of Austin’s 
water fluoridation practices.  A video on our Web site’s 
front page describes fluorosis.  Call for more information.
 
Friends of 
Barton Springs Pool
P.O. Box 685286
Austin, TX 78768-5286 
Steve Barnick (512) 789-8512
E-Mail: See Web site link.
Net: friendsofbartonspringspool.org

Purpose:  We are dedicated to returning the Barton 
Springs Pool to its rightful glory.  We have organized 
cleaning events to scrub algae from the pool bottom the 
first Thursday of every month, March through October.  
To date, we have organized over 1,200 volunteer hours to 
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help clean the pool and removed at least 9,000 lbs. of algae.
We worked with the City Council and Aquatics staff to 

develop a resolution to create and fund a Barton Springs 
Master Plan to repair the decaying pool facilities and in-
frastructure.  Numerous short-termed projects have been 
completed or are underway, including testing of dams, 
bypass tunnel repair, sediment removal, and general 
grounds improvements.  Future plans include renovation 
of the historic Barton Springs Bathhouse.  

Projects/Activities: Pool cleaning the 1st Thursday of 
the month, March thru October.  Advocate for improve-
ment of the facilities and infrastructure of Barton Springs.

Major events include Council Cleans the Pool Day, Give 
5% for Mother Earth during Earth Day, Spring Picnic, and 
Treeathalon.

Meetings:  2nd Tuesday at 6:30 PM.
Volunteer Opportunities:  Pool cleaning.
Dues:  $25/year, or volunteer for  2-hour pool cleaning 

session.

Protect Lake Travis Association
13359 FM 2769
Austin, TX 78726
Lonnie Moore (512) 413-4306
E-Mail: info@protectlaketravis.org
Facebook: facebook.com/protectlaketravis

Purpose: The Protect Lake Travis Association guards 
Lake Travis and its watershed from any events and condi-
tions that could affect the health and safety of area residents, 
recreational users of the lake, and area wildlife.  It also 
protects the aesthetic natural beauty of the area. 

Projects/Activities: The Association is working on 
eliminating and preventing direct discharge permits to the 
lake, instead encouraging land irrigation with the treated 
wastewater.  The Association promotes education of the 
citizenry on preventing pollution of the lake from septic 
tanks, lawn chemicals, and improper boating practices, and 
it participates and supports lake cleanup efforts. 

Meetings: There is an annual meeting for general 
members, and a monthly meeting for board members and 
activists who do the general work of the Association.

Volunteer Opportunities: Call for information.
Newsletters/Publications: The PLTA e-News electronic 

newsletter is published 2-4 times/year. See Facebook site 
for past issues and subscription information.

Dues: Voluntary, $20/year suggested. 

Save Barton Creek Association
P. O. Box 5923
Austin, TX 78763
Clark Hancock (512) 480-0055
E-mail: SBCA@savebartoncreek.org
Net: savebartoncreek.org

Purpose: SBCA focuses on public education, land con-
servation, and public policy advocacy for the long-term 
protection of the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer.  The 
aquifer is the source of the fourth-largest springs in Texas 
and has been determined to be the aquifer in Texas most 
susceptible to pollution. Its karst limestone composition 
does not filter pollution as some sand aquifers do, so es-

sentially  “What goes in, comes out.”  And sometimes comes 
out quickly - right into Barton Springs Pool in Zilker Park.  
The Barton Springs outflow of more than 30 million gallons 
per day soon flows into the Colorado River.

Projects/Activities: The Association performs and spon-
sors many projects that educate the public and especially 
children on the importance of water quality and protecting 
the aquifer, such as the Goat Cave Karst Preserve education 
restoration, stewardship of the Shudde Fath Tract, Splash! 
Exhibit at Barton Springs pool, Living Springs documen-
tary, Texas River School programming,  aquifer scientific 
research, and others.

Meetings: General Meetings are held 2nd Mondays 
at 6:30 PM at Baker Street Pub & Grill (3003 S. Lamar).  
Board Meetings are 4th Mondays from 7 to 9 PM at Casa 
Maria (4327 S. 1st).  Anyone may attend general meetings.  
Please e-mail us if you’d like to attend a board meeting.                   

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers may be needed for 
clean-ups, to help with events, and for canoe trips with the 
Colorado River School.  E-mail us for information. 

Dues: Student Rate $10/yr; Individuals $30/yr; con-
tributions in any amount are appreciated and go directly 
towards programming.

Save Our Springs Alliance
P. O. Box 684881
Austin, TX 78768
Pat Brodnax (512) 477-2320, ext. 301
FAX: (512) 477-6410
E-mail: sosinfo@sosalliance.org
Net: sosalliance.org

Purpose:  Save Our Springs is a nonprofit alliance of ac-
tivists, scientists, lawyers, and educators working to protect 
the springs of the Edwards Aquifer and the land, water, and 
wildlife of the Texas Hill Country.  We accomplish this by 
steering development downstream and limiting pumping 
so our streams and springs keep flowing through droughts 
and a changing climate.

Volunteer Opportunities: Call office for details.
Dues: $10/Students & seniors; $20/Basic; $50-200/

Business partner.

WILDLIFE
A study published in Science magazine 
estimated 1/6 of the Earth’s species will 
be at risk for extinction by 2050 due to 

global warming.  Activists can help protect 
habitat, fight industrial pollution that impacts 
wildlife health, and rescue injured animals.

Bat Conservation International
500 N. CapofTex Hwy., Building 1-201
Austin, TX 78746
Micaela Jemison (703) 962-6776
E-mail: mjemison@batcon.org
Net: batcon.org
Facebook: facebook.com/BatCon

Purpose: Bat Conservation International (BCI) is a non-
profit conservation organization dedicated to the study 
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and preservation of the world’s more than 1,370 known 
species of bats.  We are the world leader in defending bats 
and the habitats they serve, working throughout North 
and South America, Africa, Asia, and the Pacific.  BCI 
combines education and outreach with scientific research 
and direct conservation action to win protection for key bat 
populations and the places they live.  We transform public 
attitudes towards bats by dispelling harmful myths that 
threaten their survival.  We are committed to establishing 
self-sustaining conservation efforts around the world to 
secure a brighter future for bats.  BCI is proud to have its 
headquarters in Austin, the “Bat Capital of America.”

Projects/Activities: We fund scholarships and research 
for bat conservation—increasing knowledge of bat species 
and encouraging careers in bat conservation.  Our Global 
Grassroots Bat Conservation Fund provides small grants for 
local projects in many nations. 

Volunteer Opportunities: Education docent opportuni-
ties to help educate the public at Congress Avenue Bridge 
and at local events.

Newsletters/Publications: BATS magazine (3 editions a 
year), Bat Chat, e-newsletter.

Dues: From $35-$1,000/year.

Horned Lizard Conservation Society
P.O. Box 122
Austin, TX 78767
Bill Brooks (512) 581-0377
E-mail: b.brooks@utexas.edu
Net: hornedlizards.org

Purpose: To conserve and recover the diminishing popu-
lations of all species of horned lizards through education and 
research. We are a national and international organization.

Projects/Activities:  Elementary/secondary curriculum 
units, status surveys, research grant funding, research for 
reintroduction, speaking/presentations to groups, booth 
sitting, field trips.

Meetings: Meetings are held in different cities; notices 
published in newsletter, our Web site, and Facebook page.  
There is also a biannual convention.

Volunteer Opportunities: Field survey coordination 
with private landowners and federal and state parks, the 
newsletter, board positions, and fundraising.

Newsletters/Publications: Phrynosomatics, published 
quarterly.

Dues: $25/Regular; $10/Students & Seniors; $50/Con-
tributing members, $300/Lifetime members.

National Wildlife Federation 
South Central Regional Center
505 East Huntland Drive, Suite 485
Austin, TX 78752
Shell Rumohr (512) 476-9805
FAX: (512) 476-9810
E-Mail: scrc@nwf.org
Net: nwf.org/southcentral 
Facebook: facebook.com/NWFSouthCentral 

Purpose: The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is 
America’s largest conservation organization, with a mission 
to unite Americans to ensure wildlife thrive in a rapidly-
changing world. 

Projects/Activities: Our Austin-based work includes:
Environmental Education – NWF is helping connect 

Austin students to nature while providing teachers with 
tools to engage students in meaningful science and math 
learning experiences. 

Monarch Recovery – We are working with the City of 
Austin to help reverse declining monarch butterfly popu-
lations.  

Protecting Texas Rivers – NWF is working to ensure 
that Texas manages its limited fresh water resources for 
the benefit of both people and wildlife. 

Restoring the Gulf of Mexico – NWF is leading efforts 
to ensure the $16 billion in oil spill settlement funds, the 
largest in our nation’s history, are used to protect and 
restore the Gulf.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteer interns (earning 
school credit) have assisted us with Outreach, Environmen-
tal Education, Marine Science, and Media & Communica-
tions.  Office volunteers are also welcome.

Newsletters/Publications: Quarterly e-newsletter 
available by request to scrc@nwf.org. National Wildlife, 
national magazine.  Children’s publications: Ranger Rick 
and Ranger Rick Jr. 

Dues: $15/year; includes publications.

Wildlife Rescue
P.O. Box 302695
Austin, TX 78703
Preston Doughty (512) 913-9090
Rescue Hotline: (512) 472-WILD (9453)
E-mail: wildliferescue@sbcglobal.net
Net: austinwildliferescue.org 

Purpose: Wildlife Rescue, Inc. serves the citizens and 
wildlife of Central Texas by providing direct assistance to 
the public concerning questions, problems, and conflicts 
with native wild animals.  We accomplish that mission by: 
1) training volunteers to operate both a telephone hotline 
and e-mail service to coordinate wildlife calls from the 
public; 2) supporting qualified rehabilitators to provide 
care to orphaned and injured wild animals until they can 
be returned to their native environment; and 3) providing 
educational programs to eliminate or mitigate conflicts 
between humans and wild animals.

Projects/Activities: Wildlife rehabilitation classes are 
available for the public.  We are raising funds to establish 
a permanent wildlife rehabilitation center for the area.

Meetings: Monthly officer meetings; quarterly board 
meetings; annual December general membership meeting.

Volunteer Opportunities: Answering rescue hotline; 
assisting licensed rehabilitators; transporting animals; 
fundraising.

Newsletters/Publications: Critter Chronicle, members.
Dues: $20/Individual; $25/Family; $50/Sponsor; $100/

Patron; $250/Protector; $500/Conservator.
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